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Scott A. Wood           2-24-2019 
SERIES: DO YOU KNOW WHO YOU ARE 

PART 7: I AM RECONCILED 
 

In his book, Who Do You Think You Are?, Mark Driscoll 
shares quotes and details from Roberta Rand’s, The Amazing 
Journey of John Perkins. He was born in 1930 on a plantation 
near New Hebron, Mississippi. John watched from a young 
age as his mother died of malnutrition, and his father left him 
to find work fifty miles away. Growing up with his 
grandmother in this small, Southern town, he witnessed the 
painful and sinful consequences of racism. “Bigoted whites 
were systematic in maintaining control over blacks with 
dehumanizing rules designed to take away any sense of 
manhood or personal identity,” says John. “We were 
addressed as ‘nigger’ or ‘boy’—elderly black men might be 
addressed as ‘good ol’ nigger.’ When approaching a white 
man on the street, we were to step off the sidewalk into the 
gutter, keeping our heads lowered and eyes averted.” Those 
in the black community who avoided being “uppity” were 
generally left alone, though not always. Those who defended 
themselves or others faced serious consequences—sometimes 
even death. At age 16, Dr. Perkins witnessed firsthand the 
terrible effects of hatred and racism when his brother, Clyde, 
a decorated war hero, was waiting in line for the theater with 
some friends. Clyde and his friends were having some fun 
and horsing around when the sheriff, who was nearby, 
warned them to quiet down. When Clyde tried to talk to the 
sheriff, he was promptly clubbed with the sheriff’s baton. 
When Clyde tried to grab the baton in self-defense, the sheriff 
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stepped back and shot him two times in the stomach. John 
rode with his brother to the nearest hospital—sixty miles 
away—watching him slowly die. “Then sixteen-year-old 
John tried to rub his dying brother’s head, but Clyde pushed 
his hand away. ‘I don’t know why he did that,’ John says, 
‘but I’ve never forgotten it.’” The car sped over nearly twenty 
miles of gravel road to reach the main highway. When they 
finally arrived at the hospital, Clyde was placed, unconscious, 
on a gurney, with a blood pressure cuff and an IV drip, then 
left there to die. “As John looked on helplessly at his 
brother’s nearly lifeless body, an unfamiliar rage welled up 
inside him.” With the rage, desiring to exact revenge was 
growing, and he realized nothing good would come out of 
that if he took actions on what he was feeling. So John’s 
family convinced him to move out of the state, to which he 
agreed, eventually moving to CA. 
 
In 1960 John left everything behind in CA, and with his 
family he moved back to Mississippi. They rented a small, 
two-room house in Mendenhall, and opened the Fisherman’s 
Mission in a small storefront building next door. Times were 
changing in Mississippi. The birth of John’s ministry 
coincided with the rise of the civil rights movement. John and 
Vera Mae discovered a new unrest as blacks began to assert 
their identity, demanding freedom from Jim Crow laws and 
white supremacy. Though his initial mission centered on 
Bible teaching and child evangelism, John soon realized that 
to be fully effective in his ministry, he must attend as much to 
people’s physical and emotional needs as to their spiritual 
needs. He understood that if people don’t have proper 
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nutrition, Bible teaching alone will not sustain them. This 
was his “whole person” ministry philosophy. Over the next 
years, thanks to dedication, imagination and the ongoing 
contribution of white supporters back in CA, John and Vera 
Mae’s outreach expanded to include literacy classes, 
children’ nutrition programs, job training, and a farm co-op. 
These were extremely difficult times for John that culminated 
in a tragic event in which he was set up by white 
supremacists, abducted, and beat mercilessly for a full night 
to the point of death. During the beatings, “a strange lucidity” 
came over him—as if he were seeing these men for the first 
time. An unfamiliar, unexpected emotion gripped him: pity. 
“John felt pity for these men, so imprisoned by their own 
hate. He began to pray for them—and for his own depraved 
soul. As the blows continued to rain down on him, he uttered 
a silent prayer: Lord, if you will let me survive this, I will 
devote my life to bringing the races together in love and 
service to You. To this very day, John has kept that promise. 
John’s life could have been one of bitterness, hatred and 
retaliatory violence. Instead, he allowed Jesus to capture his 
heart, and God has used him to lead on the frontlines of the 
gospel’s mission of reconciliation of all people and the world 
in Jesus. Now John understands deeply, perhaps more than 
anyone, the power of the gospel to transform lives and 
communities—to reconcile all people to Christ. John is 
reconciled in Jesus. Each one of us who have surrendered our 
lives to Jesus Christ are also reconciled. John is being used by 
Jesus to bring His reconciliation to the world. That is the 
great commission we are all involved with. Our purpose 
statement goes like this: “The CVCHURCH family exists to 
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develop fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ 
(Discipleship) by connecting them to Father God 
(Worship), the local church (Fellowship), those we can 
serve (Ministry) and people who don’t yet know Jesus 
(Evangelism).”  
 
Please follow along as I read our text today. “11Don’t forget 
that you Gentiles used to be outsiders. You were called 
‘uncircumcised heathens’ by the Jews, who were proud of 
their circumcision, even though it affected only their 
bodies and not their hearts. 12In those days you were 
living apart from Christ. You were excluded from 
citizenship among the people of Israel, and you did not 
know the covenant promises God had made to them. You 
lived in this world without God and without hope. 13But 
now you have been united with Christ Jesus. Once you 
were far away from God, but now you have been brought 
near to Him through the blood of Christ. 14For Christ 
Himself has brought peace to us. He united Jews and 
Gentiles into one people when, in His own body on the 
cross, He broke down the wall of hostility that separated 
us. 15He did this by ending the system of law with its 
commandments and regulations. He made peace between 
Jews and Gentiles by creating in Himself one new people 
from the two groups. 16Together as one body, Christ 
reconciled both groups to God by means of His death on 
the cross, and our hostility toward each other was put to 
death. 17He brought this Good News of peace to you 
Gentiles who were far away from Him, and peace to the 
Jews who were near. 18Now all of us can come to the 
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Father through the same Holy Spirit because of what 
Christ has done for us. 19So now you Gentiles are no 
longer strangers and foreigners. You are citizens along 
with all of God’s holy people. You are members of God’s 
family. 20Together, we are His house, built on the 
foundation of the apostles and the prophets. And the 
cornerstone is Christ Jesus Himself. 21We are carefully 
joined together in Him, becoming a holy temple for the 
Lord. 22Through Him you Gentiles are also being made 
part of this dwelling where God lives by His Spirit.” 
Ephesians 2:11-22 
 
Learn how to live out your reconciliation: 
 
I. Identify the different kinds of walls that exist 
 
A. Physical walls 
 
In my own troubles around the world and through reading 
and research I have noticed a common thread in many diverse 
cultures, and that is that dividing walls separate people 
groups who have a long and tense conflict. For instance, in S. 
Africa, the black townships are surrounded with high walls 
separating them from their more affluent white neighbors. In 
Belfast, Northern Ireland, enormous concrete walls with 
chain-link fences and barbed wire atop them separate the 
Catholic from the Protestant quarters. But there is nothing 
that compares with the nation of Israel. There are many huge 
walls everywhere with the largest and most secure that 
separate Abraham’s children though Hagar (Arab Muslims) 



	 6	

from Abraham’s children through Sarah (Jews). Mark 
Driscoll writes, “As my family and I traveled to cities that are 
considered more Christian, like Bethlehem, we had to change 
drivers, vehicles, and tour guides, as our Jewish hosts were 
not allowed to accompany us. We then passed through gates 
guarded by armed soldiers and made our way through town 
by going around the enormous walls intended to keep out 
gunfire and suicide bombers. These regions have a long 
history of such separation. 
 
B. Spiritual walls 
 
When it comes to how people view God, there are walls that 
separate us. From my first teaching in this series I discussed 
how identity idolatry happens when you don’t establish and 
nurture your identity in Jesus Christ. We can easily idolize 
our tribe, for instance—our nation, race, class, generation, 
subcultural grouping, or people of the same gender, or now 
there are tribes who desire to describe themselves sexually, 
and we invariably demonize those who are not like us or do 
not accept all of the different categories. One can see how 
this simple concept explains the “isms” of our world 
(nationalism, racism, classism, sexism, ageism, etc.) As 
Driscoll writes, “This also explains why most religions and 
spiritualities are tribal—their god is for them and against 
people unlike them. Their enemies have the same idolatry 
but a different deity.” 
 
Thank God the world changed after Jesus was resurrected 
from the dead. Historically, God’s people were the Jews, 
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starting with Abraham, who throughout the Bible is looked to 
as the father of their faith. It was his descendants through his 
grandson Jacob, generally speaking, who alone worshipped 
the God of the Bible. Occasionally we read that non-Israelites 
would convert, but they became both spiritually and 
culturally Jewish. It is true that God designated the Jews as 
His people, but for the purpose that they would bring the 
blessing of salvation to the entire world leading up to the 
birth of Jesus Christ for the purpose of offering salvation 
through Jesus to every nation, race, kindred, tribe, and 
culture. In Genesis 12:3 God says to Abraham, “I will bless 
those who bless you and curse those who treat you with 
contempt. All the families on earth will be blessed through 
you.” And in Genesis 17:4 God tells Abraham, “This is My 
covenant with you: I will make you the father of a 
multitude of nations!” On top of this, Moses marries an 
Ethiopian woman, which we read about yesterday. She is not 
Jewish, and she is a black woman. Also, Exodus 12:38 and 
Numbers 11:4 mention that there is a group of mixed people, 
meaning Egyptians, and could be other nations, that 
experienced the exodus and went into the wilderness with 
Israel. When the Temple was opened, David’s son Solomon 
uttered this Spirit-inspired prayer found in 1 Kings 8:41-43, 
“In the future, foreigners (non-Israelites) who do not 
belong to Your people Israel will hear of You. They will 
come from distant lands because of Your name, 42for they 
will hear of Your great name and Your strong hand and 
Your powerful arm. And when they pray toward this 
Temple, 43then hear from heaven where You live, and 
grant what they ask of You. In this way, all the people of 
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the earth will come to know and fear You, just as Your 
own people Israel do. They, too, will know that this 
Temple I have built honors Your name.” 
 
It was God’s plan that through the Jews would come the one 
Jew, Jesus Christ, who would reconcile all people to God and 
to one another. In the early church there was continued 
struggle between the Jews and Gentiles which encompass all 
the nations and tribes of the earth. It continues in some 
sectors today. There are still pastors and churches today, 
instead of addressing the issue of racial and cultural 
reconciliation in a Gospel way like Paul did here in the letter 
of Ephesians that we’re studying together, some still instead 
promote what Driscoll calls “The homogenous unit” 
principle, which states that since people like being with their 
own kind (nation, culture, subculture, race, class, 
generation/age), we should have churches for each subculture 
and not expect Christians to interact much with those who are 
different from themselves. This only perpetuates “identity 
idolatry.” I couldn’t agree more wholeheartedly. Paul says 
we’re to be reconciling people to God, and that doesn’t mean 
that we only target people like our own ethnic group. It 
means people of all the peoples of the world. Jesus calls us to 
be peacemakers and reconcilers, and we’re to tear down the 
walls that exist to keep people out. We want to see as many 
people come to Jesus Christ and become a part of our 
Father’s family as possible. Yes! 
 
II. Accept the truth of reconciliation in Jesus 
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A. Understand all ethnic groups are reconciled in Jesus 
Ephesians 2:11-16 
 
Paul drives home the fact that, as gentiles, we were all seen as 
outsiders to the covenant of God with Israel. We were called 
the “uncircumcised heathens” by the Jews, and they were 
very proud of the sign of circumcision, and, he adds, it only 
affected your bodies but not your hearts. He keeps heaping up 
the derogatory descriptions that the Jews had for the gentiles. 
You were excluded from the citizenship of Israel, and you 
didn’t know the covenant promises. You lived without God 
and without hope. But notice vv. 13-15, “But now you have 
been united with Christ Jesus. Once you were far away 
from God, but now you have been brought near to Him 
through the blood of Christ. 14For Christ Himself has 
brought peace to us. He united Jews and Gentiles into one 
people when, in His own body on the cross, He broke 
down the wall of hostility that separated us. 15He has 
made peace between the Jews and Gentiles by creating in 
Himself one new people from the two groups.” Loved 
friends, church, regardless of the nation you come from, 
regardless of your ethnic group, regardless of your native 
language, regardless of your most sacred cultural traditions, 
they lose their ability to separate us from each other because 
Jesus is the One who unites us. It is through His suffering, 
His death for us on the cross, the ransom that He paid with 
His own blood that we can be one new race now. When you 
surrender your life to Jesus Christ you belong to Him and to 
His everlasting Kingdom. Your citizenship to your own 
country and ethnic group pales in the light of becoming a new 
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creation in Jesus Christ. You now have a new citizenship 
with your heritage belonging to the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 
B. You are now reconciled to God in Jesus 
 
I have listed all the terms Paul used that demonstrated how, 
as gentiles, we were far off from our God. We were outcasts 
and pagans, but now, Paul says, we have been reconciled, we 
have been brought into right relationship with God through 
the blood of Jesus Christ. Through His blood our trespasses 
and sins have been—not only forgiven, but washed away. 
Being reconciled means we have been united with Christ 
Jesus, and we are now near to the Father because of Christ’s 
shed blood. We were once enemies to God, but now, in vs. 
14, we have peace with God, and we can experience God’s 
peace, forgiveness, wholeness, purpose, direction, power, and 
personal purity. To be reconciled means we can stop hiding 
in the shadows and living out all the excuses we have used to 
try to vindicate ourselves. To be reconciled means you come 
to Jesus in openness, honesty and transparency. Loved ones, 
the more I live out my faith with you, it is just becoming 
clearer every day—when we lie to God, ourselves and each 
other, we are choosing to live in the dark, in a guarded and 
stifled life. When a person tries to prop up their own 
insecurities, fears and prejudices by using manipulation, 
coercion and force, they contribute to creating division, 
disunity and destruction, whether it is used in a marriage, in a 
family, between races in the church, and wherever else a 
person chooses to act and think this way, it works against 
what God desires to develop within His family and the bride 
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of Christ. Paul says when we surrender our lives to Jesus and 
we’re reconciled to the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit, we  
become citizens of His Kingdom and a part of God’s holy 
people and God’s family. We are His house and temple, and 
through reconciliation we become His dwelling place where 
His Holy Spirit lives. God lives where His reconciliation is 
valued, honored and lived out in love. Division, disunity and 
dysfunction is a sign of the devil’s kingdom not God’s 
Kingdom. I implore every one of you who calls CVCHURCH 
your home church to do away with self-deception, lying, 
arrogance and pride and come humbly to Jesus, and let’s 
respond to each other with Kingdom objectives and not our 
own selfish objectives. When this takes place, our 
relationships, our families, our homes, and this local church 
will exude with the presence of Jesus and His Kingdom. That 
will draw people to Him, because, I believe, a leading need of 
all humans is to be reconciled with their God.  
 
C. You are reconciled to others in Jesus 
 
Through Jesus Christ Paul reveals that we are reconciled to 
God through Jesus Christ and to one another. Whenever there 
is a conflict between people of different cultures—whether it 
be Jews and Gentiles, black and white, rich and poor, new 
and old—the battle is always the same. Which group will 
win, and which group will lose? Yet God’s wisdom in the 
Scriptures completely alters how we deal with diversity. Paul 
writes in Ephesians 2:14b-15, “Jesus united Jews and 
Gentiles into one people, when in His own body on the 
cross, He broke down the wall of hostility that separated 
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us. 15He did this by ending the system of law with its 
commandments and regulations. He made peace between 
Jews and Gentiles by creating in Himself one new people 
(one new man) from the two groups.” Paul writes that in 
Jesus Christ this new person, new man, refers to a new group 
of people with a new identity who make up a cultural 
grouping among people from every culture. There are Bible 
scholars who refer to this new group as what makes up the 
church of Jesus Christ. What makes this so important is that 
when we surrender our lives to Jesus Christ, we can retain our 
cultural affinity, but the Bible says our ethnic background is 
no longer our primary identity. Paul says our new identity 
comes from Jesus Christ Himself. When you confess Jesus 
Christ as your Savior and Lord and you submit to His 
purposes and plans for your life, no matter what your history, 
culture or position in life is, we’re actually closer to one 
another then we are to those of our same history, culture and 
position. In other words, in Jesus Christ, a senior suburban 
Jewish Christian woman is closer to a young urban, black 
man than she is to her unbelieving, Jewish father, because the 
woman and the young man are, in fact, part of the “new 
person.” Loved ones, this should change how we relate to one 
another as the people of God, both on an individual and a 
collective level. So, each one of us can understand the 
importance, greatness and influence of our identity in Jesus 
Christ and how it rejects our idolatry of tribe. Please listen to 
N.T. scholar William Barclay, “The Jew had an immense 
contempt for the Gentile. The Gentiles, said the Jews, 
were created by God to be fuel for the fires of hell. God, 
they said, loves only Israel of all the nations that He had 
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made… It was not even lawful to render help to a Gentile 
mother in her hour of sorest need, for that would simply 
be to bring another Gentile into the world. Until Christ 
came, the Gentiles were an object of contempt to the Jews. 
The barrier between them was absolute. If a Jewish boy 
married a Gentile girl, or if a Jewish girl married a 
Gentile boy, the funeral of the Jewish boy or girl was 
carried out. Such contact with a Gentile was the 
equivalent of death.” In Jesus Christ such thinking must be 
banished. Paul writes in vs. 14, “For Christ Himself has 
brought peace to us. He united Jews and Gentiles into one 
people, when in His own body on the cross, He broke 
down the wall of hostility that separated us.” Loved ones, 
if you truly are a Christian, then racist thoughts cannot be 
tolerated. I started our time together by sharing the story of 
John Perkins. This man has every reason to hate the white 
race because of what was done to his mother, brother and 
himself. Instead, he has become a leading example and hero 
for all of us to the power that is in Jesus Christ and His ability 
to reconcile all ethnic groups to each other, to transform our 
lives by reconciling us to Him, and that one of our leading 
witnesses to who Jesus Christ is and that we belong to Him is 
how we love one another, especially our cultural brothers and 
sisters. Let’s pray. 
 


