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SERIES: IN THE HANDS OF A FAITHFUL GOD 

PART 5: WHAT ACTIVE FAITH LOOKS LIKE 
 

In a mentoring session recently the speaker mentioned that most of the time 
when you’re asking God for help, He most likely will send it in the form of 
another person. The problem is often times the people God sends to us are 
not the kind of people we were thinking of or hoping for. We might not like the 
way they look, think or sound. We must have eyes to see and ears to hear 
who God is answering our prayers with. As I was preparing for this morning I 
came across a story that someone sent me that sets up what I believe God 
wants to say to us through His Word. There was a woman several years ago 
who lay in a hospital, in a coma, dying from a severe infection. While in a 
coma, she could hear everything going on around her, but could not respond. 
On her sick bed, she pleaded with God to answer her prayers and restore her 
life to her even though she was in a coma. She remembered being terribly 
bothered by a man she disliked very much who came every day to pray for 
her, and felt frustrated and angry that she could do nothing to stop him from 
coming to her room because of her condition. This man was relentless, and 
as she felt her life slipping away, she continued to trust God to heal her. Then 
one day, she died and went to Heaven. She realized the man who came 
every day to pray for her--whom she hated so much--was the answer to her 
prayers. Through her hatred and offense she did not receive him, and she 
died. Through the miraculous grace of God, she came back to life a short 
while later completely healed of her infection. Amazing, her self-righteous 
offense against the man who’d prayed for her in her hospital room was also 
gone. What is so powerful about this story to me is that this woman’s prayers 
came in a form she did not like and was not expecting. She did not approve of 
this man and believed no miracle could come through him. She did not think 
this man was spiritual enough. Her prejudice kept her from seeing the answer 
to her prayers; but even in her pride, God was loving, patient and merciful and 
answered that man’s prayers on her behalf. 
 
In Romans chapter 4 Paul gives Abraham as a lead model in the Bible of what 
active faith looks like. Let’s look at his example for a few moments this 
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morning (afternoon). Would you follow along as I read Romans 4:1-25. 
“Abraham was, humanly speaking, the founder of our Jewish nation. 
What did he discover about being made right with God? 2 If his good 
deeds had made him acceptable to God, he would have had something 
to boast about. But that was not God’s way. 3 For the Scriptures tell us, 
‘Abraham believed God, and God counted him as righteous because of 
his faith.’ 4 When people work, their wages are not a gift, but something 
they have earned. 5 But people are counted as righteous, not because of 
their work, but because of their faith in God who forgives sinners. 
6 David also spoke of this when he described the happiness of those 
who are declared righteous without working for it:7 ‘Oh, what joy for 
those whose disobedience is forgiven, whose sins are put out of sight. 
8 Yes, what joy for those whose record the LORD has cleared of sin.’ 
9 Now, is this blessing only for the Jews, or is it also for uncircumcised 
Gentiles? Well, we have been saying that Abraham was counted as 
righteous by God because of his faith. 10 But how did this happen? Was 
he counted as righteous only after he was circumcised, or was it before 
he was circumcised? Clearly, God accepted Abraham before he was 
circumcised! 11Circumcision was a sign that Abraham already had faith 
and that God had already accepted him and declared him to be 
righteous—even before he was circumcised. So Abraham is the spiritual 
father of those who have faith but have not been circumcised. They are 
counted as righteous because of their faith. 12 And Abraham is also the 
spiritual father of those who have been circumcised, but only if they 
have the same kind of faith Abraham had before he was circumcised. 
13 Clearly, God’s promise to give the whole earth to Abraham and his 
descendants was based not on his obedience to God’s law, but on a 
right relationship with God that comes by faith. 14 If God’s promise is 
only for those who obey the law, then faith is not necessary and the 
promise is pointless. 15 For the law always brings punishment on those 
who try to obey it. (The only way to avoid breaking the law is to have no 
law to break!) 16 So the promise is received by faith. It is given as a free 
gift. And we are all certain to receive it, whether or not we live according 
to the Law of Moses, if we have faith like Abraham’s. For Abraham is the 
father of all who believe. 17 That is what the Scriptures mean when God 
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told him, ‘I have made you the father of many nations.’ This happened 
because Abraham believed in the God who brings the dead back to life 
and who creates new things out of nothing. 18 Even when there was no 
reason for hope, Abraham kept hoping—believing that he would become 
the father of many nations. For God had said to him, ‘That’s how many 
descendants you will have!’ 19And Abraham’s faith did not weaken, even 
though, at about 100 years of age, he figured his body was as good as 
dead—and so was Sarah’s womb. 20Abraham never wavered in believing 
God’s promise. In fact, his faith grew stronger, and in this he brought 
glory to God. 21 He was fully convinced that God is able to do whatever 
He promises. 22And because of Abraham’s faith, God counted him as 
righteous. 23And when God counted him as righteous, it wasn’t just for 
Abraham’s benefit. It was recorded 24 for our benefit, too, assuring us 
that God will also count us as righteous if we believe in Him, the One 
who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. 25 He was handed over to die 
because of our sins, and He was raised to life to make us right with 
God.” 
 
Let’s look at Abraham and learn “WHAT DOES ACTIVE FAITH LOOK LIKE” 
 
I. Know you are right in God’s sight by believing in His promises 
towards you.  
 
In every religious scheme other than Christianity there is an inner drive and 
ambition to prove that a human is capable of being what God wants them to 
be to earn His love by observing certain rules, by achieving certain spiritual 
exploits and by doing specific acts of piety. Paul makes a very astute 
observation about the difference between religion, which are rules humans 
make up to be accepted by God, and a personal relationship with God based 
on His promises towards us. Paul argues that if good deeds could make us 
acceptable to God then our salvation and relationship with God would be 
based on our own pride of which we could boast. God loves me because look 
at how great a person I am. Look at all of the good deeds I did for God. He 
accepts me based on my performance. But Paul says boldly in vs. 2b “But 
that was not God’s way.” Then Paul quotes Genesis 15:6 to drive his point 
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home in vs. 3. “For the Scriptures tell us, ‘Abraham believed God, and 
God counted him as righteous because of his faith.’” Abraham had a trust 
and faith in God that was counted to him as being in right relationship with 
God. Loved ones, we all understand this, right? Your relationship with 
someone is only going to be as healthy, vital and functional as the trust and 
faith you have in each other. To be a Christian is this simple. When you place 
your trust in Jesus who died on the cross for your sins and paid your debt and 
penalty, you are forgiven. You are accepted and placed in a loving 
relationship with Father God. Paul then quotes David who experienced God’s 
grace and forgiveness in the O.T. There is a happiness and joy that only can 
come to you when it is declared about you by God that you are right with Him 
without you having to work for it. Vs. 7-8 are quotes from David in Psalm 
32:1-2 “Oh, what joy for those whose disobedience is forgiven, whose 
sins are put out of sight. 8 Yes, what joy for those whose record the 
Lord has cleared.” Having an active faith begins by knowing and 
experiencing that you are in right relationship with God when you put your 
trust in faith in what He has done for you in Jesus Christ.  

 
II. Faith comes before you do anything. Romans 4:9-15  
 
In this section Paul argues clearly this truth in black and white. He describes 
two mutually exclusive ways of trying to get into a right relationship with God. 
On the one hand there was dependence on human effort; on the other, 
dependence on divine grace. As William Barclay writes, “On the one hand 
there was the constant losing battle to obey an impossible law; on the 
other, there was the faith which simply takes God at His word.” 
Circumcision was a huge deal for the Jew. Paul drops a bombshell when he 
says that Abraham was accepted by God before he was circumcised. To be 
exact, when Abraham was circumcised in Genesis chapter 17 it was 14 years 
after God declared that because Abraham believed the promise God made to 
him that he would be a father of many nations; it was counted to Him as being 
in right relationship with God because He simply took God at His Word. Here 
me, loved ones.  You don’t have to do anything to get God to love you or 
move on your behalf but to believe His promises towards you in Jesus Christ. 
He is not waiting for you to behave or perform but to trust Him. It is true that 
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after Abraham believed God’s promises there were things he did out of 
obedience—like receive circumcision, and he was willing to sacrifice his son 
because the Scriptures say he so believed that Isaac was the child of promise 
that even if he sacrificed his son God would raise him from the dead. How is 
that for a deepseated trust in the God who makes His promises and keeps 
them? Active faith comes before you do anything. As a matter of fact you 
won’t do anything God tells you to do unless you truly believe and trust Him. 
 
III. Imitate Abraham’s faith. Romans 4:16-25 
 
A.  Place your faith in God. Romans 4:16-18;  
Hebrews 11:8 & 11  
 
Paul says that Abraham became the father of many nations simply because 
God told Him he would, and he believed Him. Paul writes in vs. 17b-18 “This 
happened because Abraham believed in the God who bring the dead 
back to life and who creates new things out of nothing. 18 Even when 
there was no reason for hope, Abraham kept hoping--believing that he 
would become the father of many nations. For God had said to him, 
‘That’s how many descendants you will have.’”  When it comes to the 
subject of faith it is amazing how confused people become. People use 
phrases like you need to have a lot of faith. People of strong faith are revered 
and those of another faith are distrusted. But in all these common expressions 
of contemporary understanding of faith there is one major misunderstanding. 
The object of faith is that which really matters more than anything else. Some 
people who had strong faith in thin ice never lived to tell the tale. Others who 
had weak faith in thick ice were as safe as they stood on granite. Please hear 
me, church, Abraham’s faith is not exemplary because of its strength or lack 
of it, but because its object was God. In the same way that the man on thick 
ice knows about its thickness before he exercises faith in it, so Abraham knew 
two things about his God whom he trusted “…the God who brings the dead 
back to life and who creates new things out of nothing. 18 Even when 
there was no reason for hope, Abraham kept hoping, believing that he 
would become the father of many nations. For God had said to Him, 
‘That’s how many descendants you will have.’” 
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B.  Recognize your limitations and trust God.  
 
Vs. 19 says, “And Abraham’s faith did not weaken, even through, at 
about 100 years of age, he figured his body was as good as dead--and 
so was Sarah’s womb.” I love this. Abraham was not in denial about the 
truth of the age of his body and Sarah’s body. In fact God waited till they were 
too old to get pregnant on their own, yet they still had to do what they could. 
They continued to have sexual intimacy with each other and they trusted God 
to do His part. What has God promised to you and it hasn’t happened yet. It is 
so easy to get disappointed and even depressed when things don’t turn out 
like you thought they would. You must recognize your limitations but keep 
doing and believe what God has said to you. After 24 years I am still holding 
on to many of the dreams I believe He gave me about CVCHURCH. I have 
come to grips with my own limitations, but I am trusting God. I believe in the 
next 6 months to a year we will see more growth because I am going to be 
calling you all out to get into the game with us and discover your God-given 
shape and start serving with your CVCHURCH family. Joy belongs to those 
who are willing to say “I’m all in,” and they dive into ministry and serving other 
people. As Paul writes in Ephesians 2:10 “For we are God’s masterpiece. 
He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things 
He planned for us long ago.” He has created you to serve Him by serving 
others both here in our CVCHURCH family and in our outreach to our 
community. 
 
C.  Remain consistent over time. Romans 4:20  
 
It is a known fact that the same sun that hardens clay also melts wax. 
There is something about the composition of the two substances that 
produces the opposite results when exposed to identical conditions. Some 
people when faced with delay and discouragement “waver” in their faith, while 
others are strengthened by the delay. The Gk word Diakrithenai (to doubt or 
to waver) is a graphic word which means literally, “to have two minds or 
opinions” and that causes you to stagger and waver. In the original Greek it 
says “He did not decide by unbelief.” This is powerful, church. The truth is 
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you and I can either choose to be discouraged, disappointed or depressed, or 
we can choose by faith to believer God’s character, His word and His purpose 
and plans for our lives. Vs 20 says, “Abraham never wavered in believing 
God’s promise. In fact, his faith grew stronger, and in this he brought glory to 
God.” 
 
D. Resolve to be fully convinced of God’s promises.  
 
Romans 4:21 says, “He was fully convinced that God is able to do 
whatever He promises.” What caused Abraham to be fully convinced that 
God would be true to His promises? The Bible says in Hebrews 11:17-19 that 
Abraham believed in a God who could raise the dead, we have a record of an 
event which showed that God can raise the dead and that He has raised His 
Son from the grave. The object of our faith, loved ones, is not only the God of 
Abraham, but also the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
E. Rejoice in the fact that Jesus died because of our sins and was 
resurrected from the dead so we can be made right with God.  Romans 
4:22-25  
 
Jesus not only died on the cross--and in doing so He paid the price for our sin 
and removed the penalty that was ours--but because He was resurrected from 
the dead you can now be placed in a right relationship with God. Our personal 
relationship with Father God is all based on who Jesus Christ is and that you 
surrender your life to Him. 
 
Pray. 
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