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SERIES: THE DAY OF MERCY 

Part 1: EASTER: “The Day of Mercy” 
 

This week, hundreds of millions of people will get up before daylight and attend 
an Easter sunrise service. Why is Easter the only holiday we celebrate at 
dawn? It’s because it was at dawn that we heard the news that Jesus had risen 
from the dead! Today, on this very special Easter, I want to start our time 
together reading the Easter story from Matthew 28:1-10, “Early on Sunday 
morning, as the new day was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary went out to visit the tomb. 2 Suddenly there was a great earthquake! 
For an angel of the Lord came down from heaven, rolled aside the stone, 
and sat on it. 3 His face shone like lightning, and his clothing was as white 
as snow. 4 The guards shook with fear when they saw him, and they fell 
into a dead faint. 5 Then the angel spoke to the women. ‘Don’t be afraid!’ 
he said. ‘I know you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He isn’t 
here! He is risen from the dead, just as He said would happen. Come, see 
where His body was lying. 7 And now, go quickly and tell His disciples 
that He has risen from the dead, and He is going ahead of you to Galilee. 
You will find Him there. Remember that I have told you.’ 8 The women ran 
quickly from the tomb. They were very frightened but also filled with great 
joy, and they rushed to give the disciples the angel’s message. 9 And as 
they went, Jesus met them and greeted them. And they ran to Him, 
grasped His feet, and worshiped Him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, ‘Don't 
be afraid! Go tell My brothers to leave for Galilee, and they will see Me 
there.’” 
 
Loved ones, why is Easter important? Because it proved that Jesus Christ was 
telling the truth. The book of Acts tells us that after Jesus rose from the dead, 
He spent 40 days appearing to the apostles, proving to them that He was alive! 
1 Corinthians 15:6 tells us Jesus was seen by Peter. Verse 12 says, “Jesus 
was seen by more than 500 of His followers at one time, most of whom are 
still alive, though some have died.” This is amazing, friends! Jesus’ death 
and resurrection are the most important events since the creation of the world. It 
was through the death of Jesus that God took those who were “alienated” and 
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“reconciled them by Christ’s physical body through death to present Him holy in 
His sight, without blemish and free from accusation” (Colossians 1:21-22).  
 
Jesus made outrageous claims. Claims that no sane, mortal man would make. 
Claims like ‘I’m the Son of God.’ ‘I am God in human form.’ ‘I am the only way to 
heaven.’ There have been many imposters claiming to be God. Jesus is the 
only one who was able to prove it. He came and was willing to be put to death, 
and then the Father raised Him from the dead. Jesus’ resurrection is the most 
important event in human history. And this weekend about 2.3 billion people all 
over the world will celebrate this event that happened at the dawn of a new day.  
 
Please take out the teaching notes inside your program and look at the second 
verse in your outline. In Luke 1:78, the Bible says this: “A new day will dawn 
on us because our God is loving and merciful.” This Easter I want to talk 
about a new day in your life, because the Bible promises you one. Today we’re 
starting a 7-week spiritual growth emphasis called “The Day of Mercy.” Most 
of us don’t truly understand how merciful God is to us. This is why we’re afraid, 
we avoid God, and why He seems so distant. When you understand the mercy 
of God your anxiety will decrease and your peace of mind will increase. Your 
stress will go down and your stability will go up. Your frustration in life will be 
diminished, and your satisfaction in life will increase! 
 
Let’s begin with a definition of Mercy: Undeserved forgiveness and unearned 
kindness. Friends, this is the way God thinks of you and relates to you. When 
someone forgives you and you don’t deserve it, that’s mercy. When someone 
shows you a kindness that you have not earned, that’s called mercy. In the 
Bible, God says this is what Easter is all about. He shows you mercy. You’re 
going to need mercy every single second of your life. The air you breathe is 
from the mercy of God. The water you drink is from the mercy of God. 
Everything you have that keeps you alive comes from a merciful God.  
 
What I want to do today is simply ask two questions: First, “When do I need 
God’s mercy?” Second, “What happens when I accept it?” In other words, 
how will God’s mercy change me? How does my life get better with mercy? 
What are the benefits of mercy? The Bible has over 100 examples of God 
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saying He wants to show you mercy. Today, I want to look at just three: 
 
I. When I am ashamed: I need God’s mercy when I mess up 
 
When you are ashamed. When you are angry, and when you are afraid. These 
are three emotions we don’t like and don’t handle very well on our own. And 
guess what? God doesn’t like them either!  He doesn’t want your life being 
influenced, controlled or dominated by shame, anger or fear. Jesus’ life here on 
earth was all about mercy. In fact, He showed mercy to everyone. There's no 
one He did not show mercy to.  
 
This includes all of us. I don’t know about you, but I stopped being perfect at 
about the third breath of my life! I don’t measure up to my own standard, much 
less to God’s standard. I doubt you do, either. I’ve never met anyone who 
actually claims to be perfect, to have never made a mistake. We’ve all made 
them. We’ve all had failures. The Bible says it like this in Romans 3:23, “For 
everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard.” In 1 
John 1:8, the Bible says, “If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling 
ourselves and not living in the truth.” In other words, God says if you don’t 
think you have any faults, or that you have never sinned, then you’re simply 
deceived. James 3:2 says, “We all make many mistakes.” 
 
Have you ever made mistakes with what you have said, or thought or did? Of 
course. We all stumble and get tripped up. We get trapped by the same sins, 
the same mistakes, over and over. I do, you do. The question is how does God 
respond? The answer is He shows us mercy. In John 8:2-11 Jesus tells us 
about a woman who was terribly humiliated by the religious leaders. Jesus went 
to the temple, and soon a crowd gathered around Him. You see, people loved 
Jesus because His attitude was one of kindness, love, and acceptance. As He 
was talking to them, the teachers of religious law (the religious scholars) 
confronted Him. They were arrogant, judgmental and hypocritical. The people 
distrusted them.  
 
There is a distinction between a religious person and a person who has a 
genuine relationship with God. Religious people are driven by rules, regulations, 

3 
 



and rituals. They do these things without thinking, and they believe that God 
approves of them based upon their ability to obey the rules. They hated Jesus 
because He exposed their hypocrisy, arrogance and wrong motives. These 
legal experts brought a woman in front of the crowd and asked Jesus, “‘…this 
woman was caught in the act of adultery. 5 The Law of Moses says to 
stone her. What do You say?’ 6 They were trying to trap Him into saying 
something they could use against Him, but Jesus stooped down and 
wrote in the dust with His finger. 7 They kept demanding an answer, so He 
stood up again and said, ‘All right, but let the one who has never sinned 
throw the first stone!’” (John 8:4b-7) 
 
We don’t know what Jesus wrote in the dirt. Scholars have argued this for 
centuries. It could be that He wrote the secret sins of her accusers in the dust. 
They were false witnesses—arrogant, self-righteous, judgmental. We don’t 
know what Jesus wrote; what we do know is what He said. “…let the one who 
has never sinned throw the first stone.” He made a direct reference to 
Deuteronomy 13:9 & 17:7 and Leviticus 24:14—the law that says witnesses of a 
crime must be the first to throw the stones, but they cannot be participants in 
the crime itself. Jesus was saying whoever is going to judge her to death must 
not be a participant in the crime itself, and they all just walked away.  
 
The point I want us all to see is that Jesus protected this woman’s dignity in 
public. Had she made a mistake? Had she been unfaithful? Yes. But Jesus 
protects her dignity in front of the judgmental accusers. Later, privately, Jesus 
addresses her sin gently: “‘10 Where are your accusers? Didn’t even one of 
them condemn you?’ 11 ‘No, Lord,’ she said.” Here is God’s mercy in action. 
“Neither do I. Go and sin no more.” We are to treat each person with dignity. 
It doesn’t matter who they are. They may have a different religion, different 
ethnicity, politics, or lifestyle. They may be involved in all kinds of sinful 
behavior. Jesus, who is God, demonstrates that we get to treat everyone with 
dignity.  

 
This lady had messed up big time.  She brought hurt and pain to herself, her 
husband and the community. But Jesus said, “I don’t condemn you. I forgive 
you. Now go and change your lifestyle.” This is what Jesus does when we fail. 

4 
 



He accepts you through His mercy. When I need God’s mercy, what does He 
do? Look in your notes. God’s mercy: Forgives me and frees me. He forgives 
me. He cancels my debt. He takes care of my guilt. Then He frees me! This 
means He gives me the power to change going forward. I’m forgiven from my 
past so that I can get on with my future.  
 
So many people get stuck in their past that they can’t get on with their future. 
Jesus says “I want to forgive you, and I want to free you.” Isaiah 61:1 says, “I 
was sent to announce freedom to all held captive and forgiveness to all 
who have been imprisoned.” What holds you captive? Some of us are 
imprisoned with regret. You just can’t forgive yourself for what you have done in 
the past. Some of us are in the “prison of resentment” over things that people 
have done to us.  You say, “They hurt me, and I’m never going to let them go; I 
will never forgive them.” Some of us are in the prison of envy. “How come my 
husband isn’t like her husband? How come my wife isn’t like his? Why aren’t my 
kids like theirs?” Some of us are in the prison of worry. You worry constantly, 
and it makes you sick. Some of us are in the prisons of addiction, secret sins 
and secret habits. 
 
(Scottie’s Testimony – 2 min) 
 
What does Jesus have to say to all of this? In John 12:47 Jesus says, “I have 
not come to judge the world but to save it.” It is true that there will be the 
final judgment—where we all stand before God. But Jesus said, “I gave My life 
for you so that you could have a relationship with Me and that your sins could 
be forgiven.” James 2:13 says, “For judgment is without mercy to one who 
has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.” This is what Jesus 
does when I mess up: Psalm 86:5 “O Lord, You are so good, so ready to 
forgive, so full of unfailing love for all who ask for Your help.”  When you 
come to God with your hurts, habits and hang-ups He is not going to scold you. 
He is going to love you and save you. Right where you are.  Right now.  This is 
why you don’t need to run from Him. Run to Him and receive forgiveness and 
freedom. 
 
II. When I am angry: I need God’s mercy when I don’t have what I need 
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None of us have everything we need within ourselves. We’re all finite. Limited. 
We’re broken people with weaknesses. We all have mental, emotional, 
physical, spiritual, and relational disabilities. In John 5:2-9 Jesus shows mercy 
to a very angry and disappointed man. In Jerusalem was the pool of Bethesda, 
which means “house of mercy.” It was rumored that an angel of the Lord would 
come and heal the first one into the pool. People with serious handicaps, the 
lame, blind, and paralyzed, would lie there day after day, hoping for healing. On 
that day, Jesus entered the pool area, saw a man lying there who’d been sick 
for 38 years, and asked him if he wanted to be healed. 
 
What unmet need do you have today that you have been waiting on for days, 
weeks, months, years, or maybe even decades? You keep expecting someone 
else will meet that need, and it’s not happening. Loved ones, you’ll always be 
disappointed and angry if you expect someone, or something to meet a need 
only God can meet. If we did an x-ray on your heart, what would it reveal is your 
secret disappointment? You might say, “Scott, to be honest, it is my marriage. 
It’s not all that I thought it would be.” Or “I’m truly disappointed in myself,” “I’m 
disappointed with my child,” or “I couldn’t have a child.” “I’m disappointed with 
my career, relationships, or my emotional or physical life.”  
 
What does Jesus do with our unmet needs, our disappointments? He responds 
with mercy. The Bible tells us that Jesus looked at this man who had been lying 
there for 38 years, and asks, “Do you want to get well?” Isn’t that an odd 
question? Of course he does! The man was discouraged, hopeless and angry 
over his situation. Nearly 4 decades is a long time to wait for a need to be met! 
The truth is that a lot of us who are sick don’t want to get well, because health 
means we have to change, and change is scary. Health means I have to take 
responsibility. I can no longer blame others. I can’t just lie around.  
 
The question Jesus asks each one of us today is, “Do you want to get healthy?” 
Are you making excuses, stewing in your anger, irritability and unhappiness? 
Jesus asks us a straightforward question: “Do you want to get well?” The man 
in this story doesn’t give Jesus a straight answer. His anger comes out when he 
says, “I have no one to help me get into the water. While I’m trying to get there 
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someone else always gets ahead of me!” He blames His unhappiness on other 
people. Jesus simply says to him, “Stand up, pick up your mat, and start 
walking.” When the man trusts Jesus, he immediately walks again!  
 
God’s mercy: Makes the impossible possible. God has the power to do what 
I can’t do for myself. He has the resources. What’s the impossible in your life? 
Luke 18:27 says, “What is impossible for people is possible with God.” 
God is using the problems in our lives to develop our faith and trust in Him, and 
to strengthen our character. He is more concerned about my character than my 
comfort. True character—persistence, determination, diligence and 
patience—are what God desires for us. Because of God’s mercy, He makes the 
impossible possible. 
 
VIDEO: God of the New 
 
III. When I’m afraid: I need God’s mercy when facing death 
 
Death is universal. Death is unpredictable. Without Jesus Christ, it’s fearful. I’m 
not afraid of dying, because I know I’ll be home with Father God, Jesus and the 
Holy Spirit. In Luke 23:39-43 is the story of a dying man, a thief dying on the 
cross beside Jesus. Jesus was nailed to a cross between two criminals. One of 
these criminals ridicules Jesus, but the other asks Jesus for mercy. The first 
says, “‘So you’re the Messiah, are you? Prove it by saving Yourself—and 
us, too, while You’re at it!’ 40 But the other criminal protested, ‘Don’t you 
fear God even when you have been sentenced to die? 41 We deserve to 
die for our crimes, but this Man hasn’t done anything wrong.’ 42 Then he 
said, ‘Jesus, remember me when You come into Your Kingdom.” 
 
Many people make fun of life-after-death, because they believe that this life is 
all there is. How do I know that there is life-after-death? Because Jesus proved 
it! Jesus was not a liar, and the Bible is true. What are you betting your life on? 
Eternal life is about humbling yourself, trusting what Jesus did for you on the 
cross, and believing that Father God honored Jesus by raising Him from the 
dead. How do I accept God’s mercy? I simply say: “God, I admit it. I’ve messed 
up my life.” What happens when I do this? God’s mercy will save me for 
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eternity. To the thief who believed in Him, Jesus said “I guarantee you that 
today you will be with Me in paradise.” That’s immediate, friends. Today! You 
are guaranteed Heaven when you accept the mercy of Jesus. ‘You will be with 
Me’ means it’s a relationship. Paradise is a place with God—forever.  
 
As I wrap up this marvelous day with you, here is the Good News: You’re made 
by God to last forever, and He wants you in His forever family! But you have to 
ask. Jesus said in John 11:25 “I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone 
who believes in Me will live, even after dying.” God’s mercy is available to 
whomever chooses to believe in Jesus and His resurrection. The one condition 
is that I must ask. Acts 2:21 says, “But everyone who calls on the name of 
the Lord will be saved.” Do you realize that God has been preparing you for 
your entire life for this very moment? Before you were born God knew that on 
Easter 2017 you’d be sitting here in CVCHURCH just long enough so that He 
could say this to you: “I made you. I have loved you all your life. I have a plan 
and purpose for you. And I want to show you mercy even in the places where 
you’ve missed out and messed up. I've been waiting for this moment your entire 
life!” Isaiah 30:18 says, “The Lord God is waiting to show you how kind He 
is and to have mercy on you. The Lord always does what’s right and He 
blesses those who trust Him.”  
 
I want to close our time together with a prayer to receive God’s mercy. If you 
have never done this, I recommend you pray this prayer with me: “Dear God, I 
need Your mercy. I’ve messed up. I have missed out on you, and I know that 
one day I’m going to die and face You. I admit that for much of my life I’ve 
ignored You. I have loved other things more than I have loved You. I’ve lived my 
life by my plan, not Yours. I want that to change starting now. Jesus Christ, I 
thank You for being so merciful. I know that I don’t deserve Your forgiveness. I 
don’t understand it all, but thank You for dying on the cross for me. I know that 
only Your mercy can save me. I could never be good enough to get into a 
perfect place like Heaven. So, just like the thief on the cross, I humbly say to 
You, remember me. I ask You to save me. Save me from hell on earth and from 
an eternal hell in a place totally and completely without Your mercy. Save me 
from the hurts, habits and hang-ups that mess up my life. Save me from the 
mistakes and sins and attitudes that just keep causing me to stumble over and 
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over in the same way. I thank You for Your mercy, and I humbly ask You to 
accept me into Your family. And I do this because of what Jesus Christ did for 
me on the cross at Easter. It is in Your name I pray.” 
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