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SERIES: 2018: THE YEAR OF BREAKTHROUGH

PART 1: GOD’S WORD AND YOUR BREAKTHROUGH

Welcome home to your CVCHURCH family. We are a multicultural and intergenerational church. 2018 is the year of Breakthrough for every one of us who choose to engage in all that God has for each of us.
The purpose of this year is to help each one of us discover how to build our lives on the only foundation that reaps eternal benefits. By eternal benefits, I mean that you can have a personal relationship with God, you experience your sins forgiven and your guilt and shame removed by Jesus Christ and what He did on the cross for you, and that you have the Holy Spirit living in you and guiding, directing and leading you into God’s perfect plan for your life. You can’t ask for anything more. It doesn’t get any better than this, friends.

Today I want us to look at the idea of how God’s Word, the Bible, changes us from the inside out and just how important it is to have the Bible as the foundation of what we think, how we feel and actions we take. The Bible is unlike any other book. That’s why we call it the Holy Bible. What makes the Bible so different from any and every other book ever written is that it has a supernatural power in it to change, transform and gives us the breakthroughs we so desperately desire in our lives. The reason it has the power to change our lives is because it is the Word of God.

2 Timothy 3:16 says “All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true (teaching) and to make us realized what is wrong in our lives (reproof or rebuke). It corrects us when we are wrong (correction) and teaches us to do what is right (training in righteousness.” That Scripture is inspired or God breathed means that God is the authoritative source behind the Bible. The Bible is not just a book of words, or human ideas, or pop psychology, but it is literally the Word of God.

Please read out loud with me one of the most powerful Scriptures in the Bible concerning the power of God’s Word. Hebrews 4:12, “For the Word of God is alive and powerful (active). It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires.”  This is an incredibly powerful portion of Scripture. This author’s description of God’s Word echoes the author’s treatment of Psalm 95:6-8. Psalm 95 forms the basis for the author’s comments on the Word. Psalm 95:6-8 says, “Come, let us worship and bow down. Let us kneel before the Lord our maker, 7 for He is our God. We are the people He watches over, the flock under His care. If only you would listen to His voice today! 8 The Lord says, ‘Don’t harden your hearts as Israel did at Meribah, as they did at Massah in the wilderness.’” Israel rebelled against God’s Word, His voice, and they paid a terrible price for doubting His ability to deliver them from Egypt and then take care of them while they were in the desert. Hebrews argues that there was a rest for those who obey God’s Word but there are consequences if they don’t.

The Bible says that God’s Word is alive and living and powerful and active. Alive and living means rather than being outdated, a “dead” speech—act of a bygone era—it still exists as a dynamic force with which one must reckon. Powerful and active means that the same God-breathed Word that set creation in motion to their appointed tasks, still governs the universe toward God’s desired intentions. That God’s Word is alive, powerful and active means God’s Word has the ability to change and transform people. God’s Word is not static and passive but dynamic, interactive, and transforming as you and I humble ourselves and obey it.

For the breakthroughs we’re all desiring from God our quest is to find how to interact with God and His Word so that we can experience His life transforming power to change. We all have things in our lives that need to change. God’s Word is that power. There are things that you have tried to change on your own and you have given up because you don’t have the power. The Bible says that God’s Word can change things that you cannot change on your own. D.L. Moody, who was a very famous pastor in Chicago a hundred years ago, said, “The Bible was not given to increase our knowledge; but the Bible was given to change our lives.”
What I want to do with you today is to look at five ways that God wants to change your life. These are five changes that we all want in our lives, and God says to you personally right now that, “If you’ll invest your life in My Word, you will experience these five changes.”

How does God’s Word change me?

I. It recreates my life
What does that mean that God recreates my life? God gives you a new nature--His nature--when you repent of your sins, and you turn the control of your life over to Him. Without His nature your life will just fall apart. It is His nature living within you that holds you together through the power of His Word. This is what it means to be born again. The Greek word for born again means to be born from above. This happens at conversion. The terms regeneration in Titus 3:5, renewed, remade and born of God are all saying the same thing. How are we recreated? Please read with me 1 Peter 1:23, “For you have been born again, but not to a life that will quickly end. Your new life will last forever because it comes from the eternal, living Word of God.” This recreated life you receive is not natural but supernatural in origin. This new nature that God has implanted in you comes with new motives and desires that motivate the development of moral purity in your life. But how did you receive your recreated life. Peter says it comes from responding to the Eternal, living Word of God. Peter says your new life doesn’t come from human sperm but the Divine seed which is God’s seed, His Word. His seed is eternal. Your recreated life has its origin from God above and by nature He is eternal, and the life He gives you is eternal. Please read with me James 1:18, “He chose to give birth to us by giving us His true Word. And we, out of all creation, became His prized possession.” The change you and I need desperately is to be recreated. You do so by receiving God’s Word about Jesus, and that He gave His life on the cross for your sin, and as you confess your sin, repent, and turn from living your life for yourself, and you respond to His word, you receive God’s nature into your life. You become born again. Regenerated. Recreated. You can do that today. GOD’S WORD:

II. It removes my guilt
This is huge, loved ones. You don’t have to be ravaged by guilt, shame, humiliation, a sense of worthlessness and weakness. You don’t have to live with deep regrets. Most people are stuck with memories from the past they can’t seem to get over. It has to do with either people they feel have hurt them, and they have resentment, bitterness and anger over that issue, or they have hurt others and they have guilt concerning that. Did you know that God doesn’t want you going through life carrying a baggage of guilt in your life? God wants you to be free from guilt. God gave you His Word, the Bible, so you could have the guilt that is so pervasive for so many of us removed. 1 John 1:9 is so powerful for this. Please read this verse out loud with me, “But if we confess our sins to Him, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness.” Confession is successful because of God’s character. It is His faithfulness that has prompted Him to make a way for our forgiveness and purification thereby satisfying His demand for righteousness. In His love He provides what we cannot. What can we do? We can confess our sins. Confess means to agree with God concerning our sins. As we agree with God about our sin, that places us in the light with God, because John tells us God is light which means that God cancels our debt against Him. Your sin is removed from God’s accounting. To cleanse or purify means that God removes the residual effects of sin, the consequences and stain of sin. This creates hope.

In John 15:3 Jesus says to His disciples, “You have already been pruned and purified by the Message I have given you.” There is cleansing and healing power in the Words of Jesus and the Bible as we read and act on His Word. Paul writes in Ephesians 5:25b-26, “…just as Christ loved the church. He gave up His life for her 26to make her holy and clean, washed by the cleansing of God’s Word.” What is he saying? When I take the Word of God and I fill my mind with it and act on it, it washes my mind. It washes my life. It cleanses the dirt, the junk, grime, grit, shame and guilt of my sin out of my life.

III. It activates my faith
God’s Word not only recreates my life and removes my guilt and shame, it activates and motivates my faith. What I have discovered, regardless of the bravado and masks that we all wear, most people are fearful. They lack confidence and courage. Most people are flat out scared to death. They're afraid to take risks. They have a fear of failure. They’re afraid of dying. They’re filled with all kinds of fears. It takes faith in God’s love, care, purpose and plan for your life through His Word to walk in a holy confidence.

Faith is Word activated. Let’s read what the Bible says about this in Romans 10:17, “So faith comes from hearing, that is hearing the Good News about Christ.” Have you ever been reading the Bible and all of a sudden it dawns on you, “I can do this. I can fulfill what God is leading me to do.” What happened? You just had your faith activated by the Word of God. How many times have I had many of you come to me as you were hearing me teach God’s Word and the issue you were praying about or troubled about you received the answers from God’s Word.

Friends, the best way to activate your faith is to memorize Scripture. If you fight depression, find all of the Scriptures on depression and joy and memorize them. You will find that your faith will get activated and you will get the faith lift you need. If you struggle with anger, memorize Scriptures on anger. If you struggle with unforgiveness memorize all the scriptures on forgiveness. Whatever your issue is the Bible has power to activate your faith in that area. If you struggle with finances read all the Scriptures and memorize the key ones that speak to you. It is your ability to respond to God by reading His Word. His power is in His Word. You read it; your faith will get activated. You need healing read all the Scriptures on healing and get ready for your faith to get activated.

IV. It stimulates my growth
God’s Word recreates me. It removes my guilt. It activates my faith. As I continue to mature in my faith God’s Word stimulates my growth. Let’s look at a 2 Timothy 3:16-17, verses that I recommend you memorize. This verse is the Grand Canyon of them all when it comes to God’s Word and your spiritual growth. “All Scripture is inspired and is useful to teach (teaching) us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong (rebuke) in our lives. It corrects (correcting) us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right (training in righteousness). 17 God uses it to prepare and equip His people to do every good work.”

The purpose of the Bible is to equip and prepare you to seek out God’s purpose, rule and reign in your life. God wants you to be fully prepared for everything you will experience in this life. This is why it is so important that you commit today to being a student of God’s Word and that you commit to putting it to memory by memorizing huge chunks of Scripture. God says regardless of what you’re going through or have been through you have everything you need to take on life right here in this book and in your personal relationship with Jesus Christ and the indwelling Holy Spirit. This passage says the Bible does four things. I want to make it very simple and easy to understand for every one of us. Its first purpose is to teach me God’s way. Teaching is when God shows me the path to walk on. Rebuke is when God shows me how I got off the path, and I’m now in the ditch. That’s called rebuking. Correcting is how I get back on the path, the right path for life, for my life. Training is how I stay on the path and don’t fall off in the ditch again.

V. It strengthens my emotions
Managing your emotions is one of the most important skills we have to learn. It is very hard to live above your emotions, meaning if you feel fearful or depressed all the time those kinds of negative emotions sap the energy, life and joy right out of you. So this is one of the most powerful benefits that God’s Word gives to us, the ability to learn how to manage our emotions so they work for us and not against us. Look at this passage with me--Romans 15:1b-4, “We must not just please ourselves. 2 We should help others do what is right and build them up in the Lord. 3 For even Christ didn’t live to please Himself. As the Scriptures say, ‘The insults of those who insult You, O God, have fallen on Me.’ 4 Such things were written in the Scriptures long ago to teach us. And the Scriptures give us hope and encouragement as we wait patiently for God’s promises to be fulfilled.” Paul says all of the lessons in the Bible were given to us to give us hope and encouragement as we wait patiently for God’s promises to be fulfilled. The key to strengthening your emotional life is to know all of the lessons of the Bible are given so you can experience hope and courage as you wait for God to complete His plan in your life. Emotional maturity comes as we learn that problems and trials come for one purpose: To develop our endurance emotionally. Those who undergo troubles are toughened up, so that they are able to withstand the storms of life. Paul often times connects endurance to end time hope. It is only after you endure many difficulties, that a strength of character develops that was not present previously. Such tested character in turn generates hope. Why does tested character spark hope? Thomas Schreiner writes very profoundly to this question: “Because moral transformation constitutes evidence that one has really been changed by God. It assures believers that the hope of future glory is not an illusion. There is a pattern of growth in the here and now, however imperfect, that indicates that we are changing. Believers, then, become assured that the process that God has begun He will complete. (1 Corinthians 1:8 and Philippians 1:6.)”

God’s Word changes me by: 1) Recreating me. 2) It removes my guilt. 3) It activates my faith. 4) It stimulates my growth. 5) It strengthens my emotions.

I want to close with this: HOW DO I GAIN THESE BENEFITS?

I. I’ve got to learn the Bible

In Mark 12:24 Jesus says, “Your mistake is that you don’t know the Scriptures, and you don’t know the power of God.” This is why here at CVCHURCH we promote so strongly reading through the Bible with us in one year and the N. T. twice. I love our bookmark or you can go on our website and get the U-version. Reading your Bible daily and journaling through what we call the SOAP acronym. One of the best ways to learn the Bible is to sign up to participate in one our small groups. We believe for 40 small groups to form for our 40 Days of Prayer Spiritual Growth campaign that begins January 28th. You can sign up by filling out your Friends Card, or you can go outside when we’re done and you can sign up at our 40 Days of Prayer table.
II. I must accept the Bible as God’s authority to me

1 Thessalonians 2:13, “Therefore, we never stop thanking God that when you received His message from us, you didn’t think of our words as mere human ideas. You accepted what we said as the very word of God--which, of course, it is. And this word continues to work in you who believe.” This simply means that I accept the Bible’s authority in my life. God’s Word will change you as you accept it as God’s Word and obey His Word.

III. I must act on it

John 13:17, “Now that you know these things, God will bless you for doing them.” In its context Jesus had just washed their feet, which was a slave’s job. Jesus said, “I have given you the servant model. Now do as I have done.” You will see your life change dramatically as you commit yourself to be and do what the Bible says is true.

Prayer.
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