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Scott A. Wood              5-5-2019 

SERIES: DO YOU KNOW WHO YOU ARE 
PART 10B: I AM GIFTED 

 
Good morning, CVCHURCH. I am excited to discuss this 
very important subject with you. It is surprisingly a difficult 
subject, because when you interpret a given text of Scripture, 
the first task is to reconstruct the historical situation that the 
letter was written to. What we do know is that the Corinthians 
church has some real theological issues in how they 
understood who Jesus was and how they practiced their 
worship, their sexuality, their marriages, and their lives with 
each other. Please follow along with me as I read 1 
Corinthians 12:1-11. 
 
 “Now, dear brothers and sisters, regarding your question 
about the special abilities the Spirit gives us. I don’t want 
you to misunderstand this. 2You know that when you 
were still pagans, you were led astray and swept along in 
worshiping speechless idols. 3So I want you to know that 
no one speaking by the Spirit of God will curse Jesus, and 
no one can say Jesus is Lord, except by the Holy Spirit. 
4There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same 
Spirit is the source of them all. 5There are different kinds 
of service, but we serve the same Lord. 6God works in 
different ways, but it is the same God who does the work 
in all of us. 7A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can 
help each other. 8To one person the Spirit gives the ability 
to give wise advice; to another the same Spirit gives a 
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message of special knowledge. 9The same Spirit gives 
great faith to another, and to someone else the one Spirit 
gives the gift of healing. 10He gives one person the power 
to perform miracles, and another the ability to prophesy. 
He gives someone else the ability to discern whether a 
message is from the Spirit of God or from another spirit. 
Still another person is given the ability to speak in 
unknown languages, while another is given the ability to 
interpret what is being said.  11It is the One and only 
Spirit Who distributes all these gifts. He alone decides 
which gift each person should have.” 1 Corinthians 12:1-
11; (see 1 Corinthians 12:28; Romans 12:6-8; Ephesians 
4:11; 1 Peter 4:11).  
 
Paul drives home the fact that there are different kinds of 
gifts but the same Spirit. You can see in vv. 4-6 where Paul 
says there are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but it is the 
same Holy Spirit Who is the source of them all. There are 
different kinds of service, but it is the same Lord, and there 
are different ways that God chooses to work, but it is the 
same God who does the work in all of us. In what Paul says 
here you see the implicit trinitarianisn. God is the source of 
all grace gifts, ministries and activities. God is the One Who 
is ultimately working all things in all believers. This is 
important for me to stress. Paul underscores that we believers 
are not the source of such gifts or actions. And in vs. 7 Paul 
states emphatically the purpose for the gifts, services and 
different ways that God works. Gifts, or these different 
manifestations of the life of the Spirit, Jesus and God, are for 
the express purpose of helping and serving each other. 
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Spiritual gifts, services and outworkings are the evidence of 
God’s presence. Ben Witherington III says, “The three lists 
of gifts and functions in vv. 8-10, 28-29 are representative, 
not exhaustive. Paul’s point is simply to show that there 
are varieties of gifts. He does not explain or comment at 
any length on the gifts, except those that were causing 
problems in Corinth. Tongues and interpretation of 
tongues are placed last in all three lists to emphasize what 
the Corinthians were overemphasizing, not because it was 
not a valid or valuable gift. Paul does not call the gift of 
tongues least of the gifts.” The problem for the Corinthians 
is that they thought it was, and they had a wrong emphasis. 
What has happened in the western church, because of the fear 
that comes with thinking that there is a gift that God wants to 
give each believer where we don’t understand what we’re 
saying but that it is the Holy Spirit praying through us, there 
has been an overaction. Let’s look at the different gifts or 
manifestations that the Holy Spirit can choose to flow 
through you to others for their benefit, maturity and 
edification. 
 
Look at your notes. My prayer for each one of you is that, as 
we look at the gifts in Scripture, you will find it exciting, 
encouraging and affirming. God has given each of us Spirit-
empowered gifts so that we can do a portion of what Jesus 
did, which is a great opportunity to partner with Him in His 
Kingdom business here on earth. 
 
I. Wisdom 
 



4 
 

1 Corinthians 12:7-8a, “A spiritual gift is given to each of 
us so we can help each other. 8To one person the Spirit 
gives the ability to give wise advice.” The gift of wisdom 
has to do with extraordinary insight into the Gospel, 
people and situations combined with an understanding of 
what to do and how to do it.”   
 
This can take place when we meet for worship, and it can 
happen when you’re talking with another person. It can 
happen over the phone, or when you send a text message, or 
email or write it in a letter. Gordon Fee writes, “Each gift is 
a manifestation, a disclosure of the Spirit’s activity in 
their midst.” I am gifted means that when each one of us 
make ourselves available to the Holy Spirit’s leadership in 
our lives He can manifest, potentially, whatever gift is needed 
in the given situation. In other words, to say I am gifted does 
not mean that the gift is static, meaning I always have it. You 
might find as we go through these gifts or manifestations that 
there are certain gifts the Holy Spirit chooses to flow through 
you often. I believe the word of wisdom flows through me 
quite often. Often people will not listen to the wisdom that 
God chooses to give to me for them. I have found, as I have 
grown in the idea of boundaries, it is not my responsibility to 
ensure that a person does what I believe the Lord is saying to 
them through me, it is only my responsibility to deliver the 
message. I have seen it often that a person will come back to 
me and say, “I acted on what the Lord said through you, and 
it was marvelous what God did.” When I hear that, I am 
always thankful for the ability to discern what I thought I 
heard God said and that the person benefitted from what the 
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Holy Spirit was communicating to them. It is not automatic 
that the Holy Spirit will disclose something to you and you 
share it with the other person and they will act on it. They can 
choose to receive it and act on it or dismiss it and not act on 
it. This is where personal obedience is so important for the 
person that senses God is giving them something to share and 
responsibility on the person to respond if it is God 
communicating. The word of Wisdom. This is where being a 
man and woman of God’s Word is so important. True 
wisdom only comes from God. 
 
II. Knowledge 
 
1 Corinthians 12:8b, “To another the same Spirit gives a 
message of special knowledge.” Those with the gift of 
knowledge often are given to research, can remember and 
make effective use of information on several subjects. 
This person loves to study and learn and isn’t content 
with a surface-level knowledge. They often feel compelled 
to thoroughly research and compile their findings for 
others’ benefit. They strive to serve God and others with 
their minds.  
 
Concerning the gifts of wisdom and knowledge Keener 
writes, “The Corinthians church prized wisdom and 
knowledge. Paul probably defines the gift of wise speech 
in terms of the gospel (contrary to Corinthian emphasis 
on merely ‘clever’ speech, and knowledgeable speech as 
accurate spiritual teaching. This would explain why 
‘knowledge’ does not appear in 12:28, but ‘teachers’ does. 
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What some charismatics today call ‘word of knowledge’ 
Paul probably would have classified as a form of 
prophecy.” I have experienced where this gift can flow 
through me, also. I agree with Keener that many of these 
terms are hard to nail down because they are often ad hoc. 
There have been many attempts to identify each group. I 
gravitate to: 1) Intelligible Utterance: Wisdom, Knowledge 
& Prophecy; 2) Action: Faith, Miracles and Healings; 3) 
Communication: Prophecy, Tongues and Interpretation 
of Tongues. 
 
III. Faith 
 
1 Corinthians 12:9a, “The same Spirit gives great faith to 
another.” Faith is the ability to envision what needs to be 
done and to trust God to accomplish it, even if it seems 
impossible to most people. People with the gift of faith 
trust God in difficult—even impossible—situations when 
others are ready to give up. The gift of faith people are 
often times visionaries who dream big dreams, pray big 
prayers, and attempt big things for Jesus. They are 
convinced of the truth of the power of God and His Word. 
 
Hebrews 11:1-2 says, “Faith is the confidence that what we 
hope for will actually happen; it gives us assurance about 
things we cannot see. 2Through their faith, the people in 
days of old earned a good reputation.”  
 
IV. Healing 
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1 Corinthians 12:10b, “And to someone else the one Spirit 
gives the gift of healing.” This gift is the ability to believe 
God for healing through prayer in faith to heal the sick 
through supernatural means for the purpose of revealing 
God. People who see this healing gift work through their 
lives use healings as signs God uses to reveal His power, so 
people will surrender their lives to Jesus. This doesn’t 
mean that people will always be healed automatically 
because someone who flows in this gift prays for 
someone.” 
 
V. Miracles 
 
1 Corinthians 12:10, “He (Holy Spirit) gives one person the 
power to perform miracles.” In Acts 5:15-16, “As a result 
of the apostles’ work, sick people were brought out into 
the streets on beds and mats so that Peter’s shadow might 
fall across some of them as he went by. 16Crowds came 
from the villages around Jerusalem, bringing their sick 
and those possessed by evil spirits, and they were all 
healed.” It wasn’t Peter’s shadow, but the power of Jesus 
Christ through the Holy Spirit who chose to use Peter’s 
shadow at that moment. We have no other record in the N.T. 
where Peter was used that way. The point is we’re to be so in 
sync with the Holy Spirit and obedient to His leadings that 
He can use us any way He chooses. The gift of miracles is 
the ability to call on God to do supernatural acts that 
reveal His power. People who experience the gift of 
miracles see God show up in extraordinary ways from 
little events to major public displays. Examples from the 
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Bible include casting out demons, causing nature to obey 
God’s authority and raising the dead. People who 
experience this gift are cautioned not to chase signs and 
wonders, but they do have an expectation that miracles 
should follow God’s people. 
 
VI. Prophecy 
 
“And another the ability to prophesy.” 1 Corinthians 
12:10b. Similar to the gifts of apostleship and pastor, 
there is both an office of prophet, that is limited to a few 
people, and a gifting of prophecy, that is open to all. The 
gift of the prophet, who were original sources of inerrant 
Scripture, no longer exist. However, the gift and ministry 
of prophecy still exists. Those who move in the gift of 
prophecy easily spot compromise, sin, and error, and 
desire immediate change and action for Jesus. They tend 
towards boldness, sensitive to sin, and place a very a high 
priority on urgent biblical obedience.  
 
In the O.T. prophets were persons who spoke to God’s people 
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Their prophetic 
activity had little to do with “ecstasy,” especially “frenzy” or 
“mania.” For the most part the prophets were understood only 
too well! There often would be a futuristic element to the 
prophecy, but that was only one element and not necessarily 
the crucial one. N.T. believers understood once the Holy 
Spirit had been poured out on all believers that prophecy, 
according to Fee, “…not only became a renewed 
phenomenon but was also potentially available to all. The 
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evidence in chapter 14 indicates that it consisted of 
spontaneous, Spirit-inspired, intelligible messages, orally 
delivered in the gathered assembly, intended for the 
edification and encouragement of the people. In Acts 
21:8-9, the Bibles says, ‘The next day we went on to 
Caesarea and stayed at the home of Philip the Evangelist, 
one of the seven men who had been chosen to distribute 
food. 9He had four unmarried daughters who had the gift 
of prophecy.” See Acts 21:10-14 Agabus and Paul. 
 
VII. Discernment 
 
1 Corinthians 12:10c, “He gives someone else the ability to 
discern whether a message is from the Spirit of God or 
from another spirit.” Discernment is the ability to quickly 
perceive whether something is from God or from satan. 
Believers who live in the gift of discernment know that 
satan and his demons disguise themselves as holy (2 
Corinthians 11:14), that he empowers counterfeit 
miracles to deceive people, and that he empowers false 
teachers, prophets, apostles and doctrines. (See Acts 
16:16-24; Luke 4:33-35) 
 
VIII. Languages & IX. Interpretation of Languages 
 
1 Corinthians 12:10d-11, “Still another person is given the 
ability to speak in unknown languages, while another is 
given the ability to interpret what is being said. 11It is the 
One and only Spirit Who distributes all these gifts. He 
alone decides which gift each person should have.” Mark 
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Driscoll is very helpful in pointing out three distinctions 
when it comes to speaking in tongues. In 1 Corinthians 
14:14-16, 18-19, Paul says, “For if I pray in tongues, my 
spirit is praying, but I don’t understand what I am saying. 
15Well then, what shall I do? I will pray in the spirit, and I 
will also pray in words I understand. I will sing in the 
spirit and I will also sing in words I understand. 16For if 
you praise God only in the spirit, how can those who don’t 
understand you praise God along with you? How can they 
join you in giving thanks when they don’t understand 
what you’re saying?... 18I thank God that I speak in 
tongues more than any of you. 19But in a church meeting I 
would rather speak five understandable words to help 
others than ten thousand words in an unknown 
language.” Paul says there is a speaking in tongues which is 
your private prayer language. Paul says in 14:5, “I wish you 
could all speak in tongues, but even more I wish you could 
all prophesy.” Paul isn’t against every believer speaking in 
tongues, but says when you meet to worship together I would 
rather that you prophesy. It is about intelligible speech. We so 
worship our intellect in the west that we can easily have a 
contempt for speaking in tongues because Paul says it 
bypasses our minds, but he says in vv. 1-3 that when you 
speak in tongues: 1) You are talking to God. It is an 
appropriate kind of prayer; 2) You will be speaking by the 
Holy Spirit’s power; 3) You speak mysteries in the spirit, 
which means that you are speaking truths that can be revealed 
by the Holy Spirit. At the end of this chapter Paul asks, “Do 
all speak in tongues?” In the context he is talking about the 
gift of tongues that, if exercised in a meeting, there must be 
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an interpretation. But in vs. 5 he says, “Now I want you all 
to speak in tongues.” He is for every believer being released 
in their own private prayer language, but he does not condone 
praying out loud in a service where others can hear you. I 
want to encourage you all who are in a small group to make 
sure you attend your small group this week, and small group 
leaders make sure you work through this teaching and 
scriptures. Secondly, I want to pray for all of us that we will 
surrender ourselves to Jesus Christ, that we will make 
ourselves available to Him so that He can flow these and all 
of the gifts that God has through us when He desires to do so. 
Thirdly, if you would like to pray to be released in your own 
prayer language—tongues, I would love to pray for you, or 
you can ask any of our staff or your small group leader. I am 
praying that during this season in 2019 HERE WE STAND 
as our culture gets darker, and as the devil and his enemy 
agents seeks to deceive, destroy, disappoint and depress that 
we, the church of Jesus Christ, will rise up in the power of 
His Holy Spirit, and we will see gifts, manifestations of 
wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, miracles, prophecy, 
discernment, tongues and interpretation of tongues will begin 
to grow in their exercise here among us when we meet 
together and when we’re with each other and as we pray for 
each other. Let’s pray. 
 
COMMUNION 
Mark 14:22-25, “As they were eating, Jesus took some 
bread and blessed it. Then He broke it in pieces and gave 
it to the disciples, saying, ‘Take it, for this is My body.’ 
23And He took a cup of wine and gave thanks to God for 
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it. He gave it to them, and they all drank from it. 24And 
He said to them, ‘This is My blood, which confirms the 
covenant between God and His people. It is poured out as 
a sacrifice for many. 25I tell you the truth, I will not drink 
wine again until the day I drink it new in the Kingdom of 
God.’” 
 
 


