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SERIES: DO YOU KNOW WHO YOU ARE?
PART 3: I AM A SAINT

Thomas describes his past as a series of negative identities that he changed like his shirts. In his teens his identity was “Rebel without a cause.” As a rebel he fought against all of his parent’s teachings, school rules, and his Catholic upbringing. “I had this picture in my mind as being unworthy, not measuring up and never will,” he says, “so why try.”
The sense of hopelessness and despair became as strong as his identity as a rebel. It inevitably grew into a destructive identity as an addict, which ended in an addiction to heroin. During this stage of his life he met a woman who was also an addict and very abusive. For the next 12 years Thomas lived in fear, shame and dread looking for his next chemical hit while taking his next physical hit from his girlfriend—all the while he was raising his two children in an incredibly destructive environment. This terrible lifestyle culminated in him becoming very bitter and enraged at his girlfriend, and he blamed his ruined life, his drug addiction and his bad choices on her, and he blamed his identity as a victim on her. Then what he had feared along happened. Child services took his two children from him because of the domestic violence and drug use in his home. This shocked Thomas back into reality, and this led him to begin his process of recovery. He left his abusive girlfriend, got his life together, and, after several years of recovery, he finished his degree.
But Thomas realized that something was wrong, because he still identified himself as an addict. His deep sense of shame and failure and the damage it caused led him back to church where he met Jesus for the first time, and he became involved in a small group where he learned he was a son of God—“I am His son, he loves me and Jesus has already died for my sins. I needed to drop the name addict off my life and just be Thomas.” This is one of the things I deeply appreciate about our ministry CELEBRATE RECOVERY. Instead of me saying, “Hi, I am Scott, and I am an alcoholic,” we are taught to say when we share our story, “Hi, my name is Scott, I am a grateful believer in Jesus Christ, and I struggle with alcohol.” Our identity is in Jesus Christ and nothing else. If I identify with anything or anyone else, it could be my family, my career, my home, or material things, my identity is built on idolatry. Jesus says In Luke 14:26-27, which was in our devotional Bible reading on Monday, “If you want to be My disciple, you must hate everyone else by comparison—your father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even your life. Otherwise, you cannot be My disciple. 27And if you do not carry your own cross and follow Me, you cannot be My disciple.” The word hate simply means “love less.” Jesus is not saying that we’re not to love or honor our parents, but He is saying that Jesus must be our first love. His Jewish audience would know exactly what He was talking about. For a Jew to become a Christian, they would be persecuted, mocked and could be cut off from their family. N.T. scholar Darrell Bock says of this verse, “A decision for Christ marked a person and automatically came with a cost. Contemporary comparisons may be seen in certain formerly Communist Eastern European settings, in Moslem countries, or in tight-knit Asian families. The modern Western phenomenon where a decision for Christ is popular in the larger social community was not true of Jesus’ setting, which complicates our understanding of the significance of a decision to associate with Christ.”
Today, Thomas is married, and he and his wife are incredible examples of what it means to have their identity in Jesus Christ and how they are ministering to others in their community because of what Jesus Christ has done in and through them. Some might even call them saints. It is true that if you are in Jesus Christ, you are saint, but not because of what you have done or are doing, but because of what Christ has done for you.
In Ephesians chapter 1:1-2 Paul refers to all those in the church as saints. “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the saints who are in Ephesus, and are faithful in Christ Jesus. 2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” ESV “This letter is from Paul, chosen by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus. I am writing to God’s holy people in Ephesus who are faithful followers of Christ Jesus. 2May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and peace.” NLT
We have a tendency to skip over the introductions in many of the books of the Bible. If you have skipped these two verses whenever you read through the book of Ephesians, you will have missed a very dynamic truth of a truth that Paul has woven throughout this letter. Paul referred to those who have surrendered their lives to Jesus Christ in Ephesus and the surrounding churches who most likely read this letter as saints. Saints is not the most helpful word translation, because the English word usually refers to extraordinarily pious (religious, devout) people. Paul’s purpose for using this term was not that these people lived especially holy lives—he had no illusion about the sanctity of their lives. As Klyne Snodgrass writes, “Rather, his primary concern was to emphasize that just as he had been appointed by God to be an apostle, they too had been separated to God (separation is the key idea in the world “holy”). Paul’s addressees were holy because God had set them apart to be His people. The focus is entirely on God’s action and the reference is to God’s saving work.” Not anything they had done.

The Catholic Church has a tradition of awarding sainthood to people, which truly clouds and confuses this issue for so many people when they read the term saint in the Bible. There is truly no connection between the Catholic notion of saint and what the Bible refers to as saints. You can Google an article by Father James Martin entitled “How to Become a Saint in Ten Steps: 1) Be a catholic. 2) Die. 3) A local “devotion” grows up around your memory. 4) Your life is investigated. 5) Your local bishop sends your case to the Vatican. 6) Pray for a miracle. 7) The Vatican investigates the miraculous cure. 8) The Vatican declares you “Blessed”.  9) Pray for another miracle. 10) You’re a saint!” The Apostle Paul didn’t think saints in this way. He thought of normal, average, ordinary, flawed Christians like you, me, Thomas I told you about, and like those in Corinth, who were, for example, abusing spirit-empowered gifts, getting drunk at home during communion, and involved in sexual sin. He called these men and women saints! I like what Mark Driscoll writes, “For Paul, sainthood was not a result of something wonderful you’d accomplished nor erased by something horrible you’d done. According to him, being a saint requires one step: Be in Christ.” The good news is that God’s saints are average, sinful people who love Jesus and are committed to Him. Like I said last week, when you surrender your life to Jesus Christ you are no longer in Adam, and, instead, you become a part of God’s family, His church. “And by virtue of being in Christ, our past, present, and future sin is taken away through the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus and exchanged for His perfection holiness and righteousness.”

What are the characteristics of a saint biblically?
I. A saint will sin 
The bad news is that we’re still sinners but the good news is that we are new creations in Jesus Christ
Genesis 1 & 2 tells us that God originally created the human family without sin, and He called His creation and Adam good. What this means is that sin is fully our responsibility as rebellious sinners, not the fault of God our Creator. The results of sin and the curse were not originally part of the world that God created for us in love. It is through our first parents, the first Adam, that sin has now infected and affected everyone and everything. This is the bad news. The good news is that we’re still bearers of God’s image. When you surrender your life to Jesus Christ the Bible says that you become a new creation. “This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new creation. The old life is gone; a new life has begun!” (2 Corinthians 5:17) It’s tragic that too many Christians don’t realize that, even though they will still sin, they are new creations, not unsaved sinners. Practically, when you focus on the sin aspect of your identity it leads to despair, depression and pessimism. Church, God’s Word is not a bat that Christians are to use to beat themselves until they emotionally bleed as a payment for their own sin. Listen to the Good News. Jesus already took the blows and shed His blood on His cross in our place. On the cross Jesus didn’t say, “It isn’t finished, so beat yourself up to add to your salvation.” Thank God He said, “It is finished.” Our sins have been paid for in full and you are forgiven, loved, cherished, accepted, and if you have confessed Jesus as your Lord and Savior, He has adopted you into His family. I like what Ben Witherington the 3rd, a N.T. scholar, has written concerning the three phrases of our salvation. I am saved. I am being saved and I will be saved. Theologian Anthony Hoekema writes, “Believers are to see themselves and each other as persons who are genuinely new, though not yet totally new.” This explains why Christians are not without sin. 

1 John deals with this subject powerfully. 1 John 1:8-9 says, “If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth. 9But if we confess our sins to Him, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness.” Then John writes in chapter 2:1-2, “My dear children, I am writing this to you so that you will not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an Advocate who pleads our case before the Father. He is Jesus Christ, the One who is truly righteous. 2He Himself is the sacrifice that atones for our sins.” In vs. 7 of chapter 1 John says, “If we walk in the light, as God is in the light, then we have fellowship with each other, and the blood of Jesus, His Son, cleanses us from all sin.” Yes, we sin, but as we live our lives in the light of Jesus Christ, we have fellowship with Him and with each other, and His blood cleanses us from all sin. Now John says in chapter 2:1b, if we do sin we have in Jesus Christ an Advocate. As our Advocate, Jesus speaks to the Father in our defense. Dr. Gary Burge writes, “This is a uniquely Johannine term, Parakletos, which means, ‘One who is called alongside as an aide or counselor, especially in a legal setting.’” Four times in the Gospel of John the Holy Spirit is called our counselor. In this case Jesus Christ, in His ascended glory, represents us before the Father. As a saint I still sin, but as I walk in the light of Jesus Christ, when I sin He is my Advocate, and He not only is my Counselor, but Jesus Himself atones for my sins. My advocate is the Lamb that was slain before the foundation of the earth. Come on, church, you have absolutely no reason to shrink from Jesus when you sin as long as you do what is the 2nd characteristic of a biblical saint.

II. A saint is repentant
Repentance means a radical turning from sin to a new way of life

True repentance is proven by action and fruitful living

The truth is, loved ones, we all have regrets and feel remorse and have the need to grieve our sin. Charles Haddon Spurgeon, a famous preacher in the mid 19th century, writes, “Few people would dare to read their own autobiography, if all their deeds were recorded in it; few can look back upon their entire career without a blush.” It is true that the more mature we become in our relationship with Jesus we will often see our sin more clearly and grieve it more deeply. Paul is a great example of this as he looked back over his life. Notice the conclusion he came to in 1 Timothy 1:15, “This is a trustworthy saying, and everyone should accept it: ‘Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners’—and I am the worst of them all.” Regret is part of repentance. It is to help us move into a radical turning away from sin to a new way of life and is proven by our actions and fruitful living. The more we mature, the more quickly we can recognize our sin and turn from it. But there are some of us with extremely tender consciences, and we have a tendency to move from conviction that leads to repentance to condemnation where we feel judged and condemned by God. Their tears rarely ever turn to laughter, and their gaze seldom moves beyond their sin to their Savor. In a word they become obsessed and stuck in a quagmire of grief and consumed by their sin. Satan, who is our accuser, often times moves us from our shortcomings to bypass the conviction of the Holy Spirit, where we confess our sins, and we receive His forgiveness to condemnation. I want to highlight the difference between conviction and condemnation:
Conviction




Condemnation
1. Is from God
1. Is from satan
Romans 8:11

2. Leads to life
2. Leads to despair
3. Ends in joy
3. Ends in spiritual death
2 Corinthians 7:8-10, “I am not sorry that I sent that severe letter to you, though I was sorry at first, for I know it was painful to you for a little while. 9Now I am glad I sent it, not because it hurt you, but because the pain caused you to repent and change your way. It was the kind of sorrow God wants His people to have, so you were not harmed by us in any way. 10For the kind of sorrow God wants us to experience leads us away from sin and results in salvation. There’s no regret for that kind of sorrow. But worldly sorrow, which lacks repentance, results in spiritual death.”





4. Inspires us to change
4. Makes us feel we can’t change
5. Leads to new identity in
5. Leads to old identity Christ 
in sin
6. Looks to Jesus
6. Looks to self
III. A saint has God’s power
When you’re tempted to sin remember you’re a saint

Knowing your identity in Christ is key to your victory
In what is called the Disciples’ prayer in Matthew 6 vv. 12-13, Jesus says when you pray say, “12And forgive us our sins, as we have forgiven those who sin against us. 13And don’t let us yield to temptation, but rescue us from the evil one.” One of the keys to defeating the temptation to sin is to make sure that we’re actively forgiving those who sin against us, and then consistently pray to God to give you the strength to refuse the temptation to sin, and ask God to rescue you from the evil one. 1 Corinthians 10:12-13 is key in accessing God’s power as His saint who He has set aside for Himself. “If you think you are standing strong, be careful not to fall. 13The temptations in your life are no different from what others experience. And God is faithful. He will not allow the temptation to be more than you can stand. When you're tempted, He will show you a way out so that you can endure.” 
Here are some keys to dealing with temptation and how to tap into God’s power that is made available to you as His loved child:
1) Temptations happen to every believer. You are not uniquely evil.  
2) Believers through the centuries have successfully resisted sin, and you can too. 
3) Any temptation can be resisted because Paul writes God will show you a way of escape. Look for the escape routes. 2 Timothy 2:22 says, “Run from anything that stimulates youthful lusts. Instead, pursue righteous living, faithfulness, love, and peace. Enjoy the companionship of those who call on the Lord with pure hearts.”

IV. A saint is humble
First, a true saint is a person who has put their full trust in the finished work and Person of Jesus Christ. We have been born again because of what Jesus Christ did on the cross. We stand in right relationship with God, because we have been justified by Christ. Justification is the act of God declaring an unrighteous sinner a righteous saint in His sight. This is our position in Christ. As Christians we are new creations in Jesus, but we’re not yet perfectly new, but we’re on a path to become completely like Jesus when He comes back for us. We continue on this path, becoming more like God, throughout our lives in sanctification. Justification is God’s act of forgiving your sins and counting you righteous through faith in Jesus Christ. Sanctification is the continual work of the Holy Spirit in the Believer to conform us to the image of Jesus, God’s Son. Our sanctification is completed upon death when we experience the consummation of salvation in glorification when we are completely saved from the damage, effect and presence of sin. The term glorification simple means when Jesus comes back we live out our eternity in His presence where sin is no longer a problem. All of this is accomplished by God’s grace and mercy for His glory. But as saints, we can become arrogant and proud (1 Cor 13:4 & 1 Timothy 3:6) concerning the changes we’ve made and the things we have learned. The Bible says a lot about the sin of pride and the virtue of humility. “All who fear the Lord will hate evil. Therefore, I hate pride and arrogance, corruption and perverse speech.” Proverbs 8:13  “The Lord detests the proud; they will surely be punished.” Proverbs 16:5  “Pride goes before destruction, and haughtiness before a fall.” Proverbs 16:18  “In the same way, you younger men must accept the authority of the elders. And all of you, serve each other in humility, for ‘God opposes the proud but favors the humble.’ 6So humble yourselves under the mighty power of God, and at the right time He will lift you up in honor.” 1 Peter 5:5-6  

Here are some powerful statements about pride and humility from Mark Driscoll:  
1) Pride is our enemy. 
Humility is our ally.
2) Pride compares us to other sinners. 
Humility compares us to our sinless Savior. 
3) Pride covets the success of others. 
Humility celebrates it. 
4) Pride is about me. 
Humility is about Jesus and other people. 
5) Pride is about my glory. 
Humility is about God’s glory. 
6) Pride causes separation from God. 
Humility causes dependence upon God. 
7) Pride increases all sins. 
Humility leads to joy. 
8) Pride causes me to do things in my own strength. 
Humility compels me to do things in God’s strength.

Let’s pray.
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