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Scott A. Wood          9-22-2019 
SERIES: FAMILY ON PURPOSE 

PART 3: LOVE-EMPOWERED MENTORING 
(PARENTING) 

 
Good morning, CVFAMILY. This is week three of our series 
on FAMILY ON PURPOSE. We have discussed how to 
bring the best out of our children and others, and last week 
we looked at together the scientific, philosophic, relational, 
therapeutic, and the biblical view of why life is sacred. God is 
doing some incredible things in people’s lives. I am so proud 
of the women who have responded who desire to receive the 
healing, restoration, forgiveness, and freedom that only 
comes from a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and 
their desire to be in a right relationship with Him. Thank God 
for His eternal love, acceptance, forgiveness, Lordship, and 
friendship that He extends to every one of us who are willing 
to confess our sins, repent of living our lives for ourselves 
and to surrender our lives to Him and for His Kingdom 
purposes in our lives and here on earth. 
 
What is it that powers your family? What is it that powers 
your ability to parent and mentor those whom God has placed 
in your life? The truths we will talk about today will apply to 
every area of your life—your business, marriage, and 
friendships as well. 
 
When we don’t live fueled by God’s power, our lives are 
empowered by the wrong sources and forces. Sometimes it’s 
empowered by fear—we’re afraid of what other people think. 
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We’re afraid of what our parents will think, and that tends to 
power what we do. Often our parenting is powered by 
responsibility. We end up doing the right thing for our kids 
and others, and doing the right thing becomes our fuel. It 
ends up being a life of fulfilling a bunch of tasks. If you have 
been around a newborn lately, it is a full-time task. Breast 
and bottle feeding, diaper change, sleep in crib, time for 
bonding, and then you fall into bed, and in a few hours you’re 
up again. Then they’re 17 years old and you go through the 
process of them getting up on time, getting dressed, personal 
care, food, school work done, in by curfew, done for the day 
and repeat it the next day. You got your tasks done. But loved 
ones, parenting, mentoring, isn’t just about tasks. It is a 
relationship, but it is so easy for the relationship to be 
replaced by fulfilling tasks. The truth is that, if the tasks don’t 
get done, it can have a negative impact. But you can get all 
your tasks done and never truly tap into the power of God, 
which is love. The Gospel says that God is love. In order to 
parent, mentor and be the godly influence that Jesus wants 
you to be, it is important to know how to allow the power of 
His love to be your power every minute of the day. 
 
Jesus had a lot to say about children. In Matthew 19:13-15 it 
says, “One day some parents brought their children to 
Jesus so He could lay His hands on them and pray for 
them. But the disciples scolded the parents for bothering 
Him. 14But Jesus said, ‘Let the children come to Me. 
Don’t stop them! For the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to 
those who are like these children.’ 15And He placed His 
hands on their heads and blessed them before He left.” 
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The disciples of Jesus wrongly assumed that the children 
were not important to their master Jesus. They had not 
understood what Jesus had said in Matthew 18:1-6 when 
Jesus said you must not only welcome a child, but if you 
desire to be part of the Father’s Kingdom family you must 
repent, which means to turn from your sins and become like a 
little child. Jesus likens the greatest in His Kingdom to a 
person humbling themselves. Jesus’ comment about children 
is not about adopting some supposed ethical characteristic of 
children in general (innocence, humility, receptiveness, 
truthfulness or the like), but as R.T. France writes, “But 
about accepting for oneself a position in the social scale 
which is like that of children, that is, as the lowest in the 
hierarchy of authority and decision making, these subject 
to and dependent on adults. Their ‘grown-up’ sense of 
social position puts them out of sympathy with God’s 
value-scale.” This is exactly what Jesus is getting at in verse 
14, “Let the children come to Me. Don’t stop them! For 
the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to those who are like 
these children.” France writes, “In other words, those who 
are to be welcomed and encouraged in Jesus’ name 
includes everyone who is spiritually in the same position 
as these children, the unimportant, the dependent, the 
vulnerable; the statement that the Kingdom of Heaven 
belongs to such people reminds us of what Jesus said in 
Matthew 5:3 and 10 where the exact same statement that 
the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to those who are ‘poor in 
spirit’ and the persecuted.” To parent and to mentor with 
the love and power of Jesus Christ, we must see ourselves 
like the child in Jesus’ days. We have no real authority unless 
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we’re under His authority and we live, breathe and move in 
surrender to His rule and reign. 
 
When I am around little children I am always taken by just 
how fragile, dependent and needy they are. As I get the 
privilege of watching Benjamin and Kelsey raise our 
grandchildren, Brady and Olivia, I am amazed at how strong 
their personalities are, and yet they are totally dependent 
upon their parents for everything. Look at John 13:34-35, “So 
now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each 
other just as I have loved you, you should love each other. 
35Your love for one another will prove to the world that 
you are My disciples.” I want to unpack this powerful 
passage with you as we look at, “What does it take to 
mentor and parent with the power of God’s love?” In this 
series, each teaching focuses on what it means to live our 
family life under the Lordship of Jesus Christ on purpose. 
 
I. I need a perfect example 
 
Jesus taught us when we pray we are to begin with “Our 
Father.” WHY? The Creator of the universe is our Father. 
He is loving, compassionate, merciful, forgiving, all 
powerful, all knowing and ever present. Christianity is 
different than any other philosophy or religious construct, 
because Christianity is the only faith system that says that 
God became a human being in Jesus Christ and that He is our 
perfect example. John 3:16, probably the most famous verse 
in the Bible, says, “For God loved the world so much that 
He gave His one and only Son, so that everyone who 
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believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life.” The 
Bible says in Hebrews 1:3, “The Son radiates God’s own 
glory and expresses the very character of God, and He 
sustains everything by the mighty power of His command. 
When He had cleansed us from our sins, He sat down in 
the place of honor at the right hand of the majestic God in 
heaven.” Jesus represents the Father perfectly, and He is our 
example to follow in every area of our lives. In John 13:34a, 
Jesus says, “Love each other just as I have loved you.” 
 
A. Learn to love like Jesus loved 
 
Jesus is our perfect model for how to love. He gives us the 
power to love our spouses, our children and those we come in 
contact with. Jesus consistently laid down His life for His 
disciples and the people He loved and served until His 
ultimate act of love, when He died on the cross. To love like 
Jesus means first that I put my wife, my children, and all of 
you I serve first. I actively look to see what your needs are 
and do everything within my power to meet those needs. To 
teach, model and live out patience, kindness, mercy, 
compassion, discipline, integrity, godly character. As you 
read through the Bible with us each year, presently we’re in 
the book of Daniel and the book of Luke, I encourage you as 
you listen and watch Jesus in action that you model His 
example. This is why it is so important that you actively each 
day respond to Jesus’ love and that you make confessions 
throughout your day just how much He loves you and cares 
for you. Because the truth is you will love others the way you 
are loved. Many of us must relearn what true love is from 
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Jesus our perfect model because of the ways we were raised 
at home. The big truth is that you will tend to love your 
spouse and children the way your father and mother treated 
each other, and you will tend to treat your children the way 
you were treated. You must make a concerted effort to parent 
and mentor based on Jesus, our perfect example. Jesus says, 
“Love each other the way I have loved you.” 
 
B. Accept the truth that your children will follow your 
example 
 
One of the leading reasons Jesus tells us to love others the 
way He loves us is because He is the perfect lover. He knows 
when to speak the truth to us when we’re thinking wrongly. 
He knows how to speak to our hurts, fears and failures. He 
knows the prefect consequence when we live out of our own 
selfness. I can’t blame my father and mother for my own 
behavior, but the truth is in over 65 years of living, I have 
found that I have imitated the behaviors and values that I saw 
and lived with in the Wood house. Some of them were 
excellent, and most of the strengths in my life came from by 
father, mother and my siblings. Those areas that they 
modeled Jesus to me have stuck. But where I have sinned in 
my thoughts, feelings and behaviors, I must repent and 
confess my faults and failures and turn to the example of 
Jesus. It is exhilarating to watch Whitney and Benjamin 
imitate our strengths and the convictions and values that we 
have taught them. It is very painful to see my own sinful 
traits enacted out in them. The more you learn to love like 
Jesus the better chance you have modeling those ways to your 
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children. For a while, when Whitney would leave her plate or 
glass or something she should have put away, I would take it 
and put it on her pillow. One night I was exhausted, and as I 
laid my head on my pillow, I actually laid it on a plate that I 
had left out, and Whitney put it on my pillow. I just laid there 
is bad and laughed so hard. I got up and went out to where 
she was and said, “Whitney, well played. What is good for 
you is good for me.” Accept the fact that you desperately 
need to model Jesus in how you love your children and 
others, because they unconsciously pick up your attitude, 
values and behaviors. Jesus said in John 13:15, “I have given 
you an example to follow. Do as I have done to you.” Paul 
says in 1 Corinthians 11:1, “Follow my example, as I follow 
the example of Christ.” 
 
II. I need an unshakable foundation 
 
Your life will only be as good as the foundation upon which 
you build your life. Jesus says, “Love each other just as I 
have loved you.” In our LD 101 Membership seminar, the 
first concept I start with is, “Why Am I Here?” The Bible 
says that God created you to be the focus of His love. In 
Jeremiah 31:3, God says through the prophet Jeremiah, “I 
have loved you, My people, with an everlasting love. With 
unfailing love, I have drawn you to Myself.”   
 
A. I give love as I have received love 
 
Jesus says, “I want you to love your spouse, children and 
others with the love I have loved you with. I have sacrificed 
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for you, so sacrifice your time, talents, treasure, touch, and 
trauma for your children and those you influence. I believe in 
you; believe in others by the way you spend time with them. 
Look them in the eyes when you talk to them. Demonstrate 
your affection for them appropriately. Be honest. Be kind. Be 
merciful. Forgive as I have forgiven you. Be patient with 
others like I am with you.” Loved ones, the truth is that you 
must be willing to receive His love on a daily basis. As you 
go through your day, thank Him for all the good things that 
happen to you, and realize that those good things come from 
Jesus. Ephesians 5:1-2 says, “Imitate God, therefore, in 
everything you do, because you are His dear children. 
2Live a life filled with love, following the example of 
Christ. He loved us and offered Himself as a sacrifice for 
us, a pleasing aroma to God.” If you haven’t surrendered 
your life to Jesus Christ, I want to encourage you to do that 
today. You confess your sins to Father God and turn your life 
over to Jesus and confess Him as your Lord and Savior. He 
wants to be your unshakable foundation. This is how you 
learn to be consistent and stable for your spouse, children and 
friends. 
 
B. Ground yourself in God’s unshakable love 
 
When you are going through your day, and in the midst of all 
the trials, troubles and traumas, it is imperative that you start 
your day grounded in Jesus’ love for you and in His truth and 
promises of His Word. If you have not developed the habit 
yet of starting your day with God’s Word in devotions, I 
encourage you to do so. As you commit yourself to hear God 
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speak to you as you read His Word, you can take the time to 
ground yourself in the truth of who He is. If you’re not 
grounded, it is hard to function and be empowered by God’s 
love. You need to be grounded to be a constant source of 
love, encouragement and affirmation for your family and for 
those God has given you to mentor, influence and disciple. 
Romans 8:35-39 is one of the best ways to keep yourself 
grounded so you can love and serve Jesus by loving those in 
your life. “Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s 
love? Does it mean He no longer loves us if we have 
trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or hungry, or 
destitute, or in danger, or threatened with death? 36(As 
the Scriptures say, ‘For Your sake we are killed every 
day; we are being slaughtered like sheep.’) 37No, despite 
all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through 
Christ, who loved us. 38And I am convinced that nothing 
can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor 
life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for 
today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the 
powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. 39No 
power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, 
nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us 
from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” 
 
III. I need a higher purpose    
John 13:35, “Your love for one another will prove… that 
you are My disciples.” 
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A. Parenting (mentoring) must have a purpose higher 
than itself 
 
This might sound strange to you, but the purpose of parenting 
is not to be a good parent. What is the purpose behind our 
parenting and our families? God’s purpose for parenting is 
that we model for our children who God is and live out the 
Scriptures before them so that they will commit their lives to 
Jesus Christ. As a parent, you are to lead your children to 
Jesus Christ by the way you love their father or mother. We 
are to teach our children the values, the ethics and the truth of 
who Jesus Christ is. I love Whitney and Benjamin because 
they are God’s gifts to Kathe and me, but I have no greater 
pleasure than to see how they are living out their faith in 
Jesus Christ that they learned from Kathe and me. Benjamin 
is facing some decisions in his life right now and the other 
day on the phone he said to me, “Dad, Kelsey and I are 
reading the Bible together and praying together. We 
connected to our church family, are in a small group and 
we’re having people over frequently. We’re tithing to our 
church family.” I just sat and wept. What a privilege it is to 
see Whitney pressing into Jesus the more she struggles and 
the more pain she experiences. She is reading her Bible every 
day, journaling, in groups with other believers. She 
consistently tithes to her church. They’re both walking the 
walk. Loved ones, this is the purpose behind Jesus allowing 
us to give birth to these two incredible people. They are His 
children. We have been given them to parent, disciple, 
mentor and then turn them lose into the world to be 
difference makers. God did not give them to us to make us 
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feel good. To make us look good. To have someone who 
would serve us. On January the 5th, Benjamin and Kelsey 
have asked if our CVCHURCH family would dedicate Olivia 
Jane. I can’t wait. Many of you have helped us parent, 
disciple and mentor our two adults. We could not do it 
without your influence. Parenting has a higher purpose. 1 
Samuel 1:27-28 says, “‘(Hannah) I asked the Lord to give 
me this boy, and He has granted my request. 28Now I am 
giving him to the Lord, and he will belong to the Lord his 
whole life.’ And they worshiped the Lord there.”  
 
B. We mentor our kids so they will surrender their lives to 
Jesus and live out His Kingdom purposes for their lives 
 
Are you raising your children so they will be successful in 
life, and have a spouse, children, a nice home, a great job 
with lots of things and travel the world, or are you committed 
to raising disciples of Jesus Christ in your home that love the 
Lord with all of their heart, soul, mind and strength? This is 
what God has called us to do as a Purpose Driven Church and 
purpose driven Christians. Matthew 28:18-20 says, “Jesus 
came and told His disciples, ‘I have been given all 
authority in heaven and on earth. 19Therefore, go and 
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
20Teach these new disciples to obey all the command I 
have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always 
even to the end of the age.’”  
 
IV. I need a greater power 
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John 13:34b, “Love each other. Just as I have loved you, 
you should love each other.” 
 
A.  I must receive God’s love so I can love my children 
and others like He does 
 
We love each other because He loved us first. We cannot 
truly love others without the love of Jesus Christ. We are 
loveless without Him. I must receive His love and then 
commit to love others with His love. One of the truths that is 
so important for each one of us to understand and to embrace 
is that part of receiving God’s love comes as I repent of my 
own sinful and selfish attitudes, thoughts and behaviors. As I 
confess them to Jesus, I am freed from my own guilt, shame 
and sense of failure so I can then lovingly care and confront 
my own children, spouse and others with a deep sense of 
confidence, kindness and love, because I am drinking from 
the fountain of God’s love. If you are not receiving God’s 
love and forgiveness for your own sins, you will struggle 
with the sins of your family and others and how they treat and 
react to you. 
 
B. Jesus gives me His power to love others 
 
Families on purpose understand that they are the family that 
they are because God called them into being. He has a 
purpose for every family here. Jesus is to be your example—
parents, kids, grandkids. It takes His power to lay down our 
lives for others. I encourage you to ask Jesus every day for 
His power to love those that seem unlovable to you at the 
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moment. It can be your child. Your spouse. Your brother or 
sister. Make sure that Jesus is your unshakable foundation. 
The love of Jesus in your life has a higher purpose then just 
to make you feel good. It is about seeing people come to 
Jesus. The love of Jesus in your life is to empower you to be 
a peacemaker. To bring peace to chaos, confidence to those 
paralyzed by fear, to bring joy to those who are depressed. It 
is the power of God’s love in you that breaks the power of 
satan in people’s lives.  In Philippians 4:12, Paul talks about 
how he knew how to live on almost nothing or with 
everything. He says, “I have learned the secret of living in 
every situation, whether it is with a full stomach or empty, 
with plenty or little.” What was the secret? Vs. 13. “For I 
can do everything through Christ, who gives me 
strength.” Whatever it is you are dealing with, loved friends, 
Jesus Christ wants to give you His power so you can parent, 
mentor and disciple others to become fully devoted followers 
of Jesus Christ. Paul gives the best description of the power, 
poignancy and persistence of what a true love looks like 
when a person is empowered by the love of Jesus. 1 
Corinthians 13:4-7, “Love is patient and kind. Love is not 
jealous or boastful or proud 5or rude. It does not demand 
its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of 
being wronged. 6It does not rejoice about injustice, but 
rejoices whenever the truth wins out. 7Love never gives 
up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures 
through every circumstance.” Vs. 7 in the ESV says, “Love 
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things.”  
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Let’s pray. 
 
 


