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REVELATION STUDY: OUR FUTURE; GOD’S 
HANDS   PT 37: WHAT IS DISPENSATIONALISM? 

 

“1Then I saw an angel coming down from 
heaven with the key to the bottomless pit 
and a heavy chain in his hand. 2He 
seized the dragon—that old serpent, who 
is the devil, Satan—and bound him in 
chains for a thousand years. 3The angel 
threw him into the bottomless pit, which 
he then shut and locked so Satan could 
not deceive the nations anymore until the 
thousand years were finished. Afterward 
he must be released for a little while.” 

Revelation 20:1-3 
 
 

DISPENSATIONAL DISTINCTIVES 
 
 

I. RECOGNIZE ERAS—

DISPENSATIONS THAT 

THE PURPOSES OF GOD ARE 
REVEALED. 
This millennial position believes there are 
7 periods or eras or dispensations in 
human history. 
 
 

1. From creation to the FALL. (the 

dispensation of INNOCENCE). 

 
 

2. From the fall to NOAH (the 

dispensation of 

CONSCIENCE). 

 
 

3. From Noah to BABEL  

(The dispensation of human 

GOVERNMENT). 
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4. From Abraham to MOSES 

(The dispensation of 

PROMISE). 

5. From Moses to JESUS  

(The dispensation of LAW). 

6. From Pentecost to the 

RAPTURE (The dispensation 

of GRACE). 

7. The Millennium (The dispensation of 

the KINGDOM). 

II.  REALIZE God’s promises of an 

earthly/geographical, socio/political 

kingdom were both 

UNCONDITIONAL and 

ETERNAL. 

Genesis 12; 13:16; 15:5 13:14-18; 17:8. 

2 Samuel 7:12-16 

III. REVEALS two 

PEOPLES of God. 

Romans 11:25-35. 
I.  Premillennialism: 

1 .”A Case for Historic Premillennialism: An 
Alternative to ‘Left Behind’ Eschatology”, 
edited by Craig L. Blomberg and Sung Wook Chung 

2. “Not Afraid of the Antichrist: Why We 
Don’t Believe in a Pre-Tribulation 
Rapture”, by Craig Keener, Michael Brown 

3. “The Blessed Hope”, by G.E. Ladd 
4. “Dispensationalism”, by Charles C. Ryrie 
5. “Progressive Dispensationalism”, 

by Craig A. Blaising & Darrell l. Bock 
II.  Postmillennialism: 

1. “Christ’s Victorious Kingdom”, John 
Jefferson Davis 

III. Amillennialism: 
1. ”Kingdom Come”, by Sam Storms 
2. “A Case For Amillennialism”, 

by Kim Riddlebarger 
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