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Scott A. Wood          10-27-2019 
SERIES: FAMILY ON PURPOSE 

PART 5C: THE EXTRAVAGANT LOVE OF A FATHER 
 

Over the last two weeks we have been looking at one of the 
most famous and one of the most powerful stories Jesus has 
told us in the Gospels. In Act 1 of Jesus’ story, the younger 
brother is a poignant depiction for anyone reading or hearing 
it of what sin looks like. This younger son humiliates himself, 
his family and his village by living a self-indulgent, 
depraved, debauched, and degrading lifestyle. He is totally 
out of control and alienates himself from his father who 
represents God in this stirring story.  
 
In Act 2, the story shifts to the elder brother. He is the exact 
opposite—at least in behavior, to his younger brother who 
represents those in our culture who are given to self-
discovery and self-actualization, no matter the price and the 
cost to themselves and to others. The older brother is the 
epitome of those who focus on getting everything right. We 
have discovered that the older son was as lost as the younger 
son because of his pride over his own moral record. But in 
understanding the culture of the day, Jesus framed the words 
that came out of his mouth intentionally, because, in Luke 
15:1-3, Jesus tells this parable that consists of the lost sheep, 
lost coin and lost sons, where the older son became enraged 
over the lavishness and the extravagance of the father’s love, 
acceptance and forgiveness when he says, “I slaved for you 
all these years, and I never refused to do what you have ever 
asked me to do, but I will not share in your joy of my 
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reprobate brother, because I don’t love him, and I don’t love 
you.” We have discovered that the older son was as much 
about the inheritance and the money as the son was. 
 
So the question I want to ask us today is: What is it that we 
need to escape the bondage of in our brand of lostness, 
whether it be the younger-brother or the older-brother? How 
can the make-up of our hearts be changed from one of fear 
and anger and selfishness to one of a true everlasting joy? 
Please follow along as I read our passage of Scripture, “Tax 
collectors and other notorious sinners often came to listen 
to Jesus teach. 2This made the Pharisees and teachers of 
religious law complain that He was associating with such 
sinful people—even eating with them! 3So Jesus told 
them this story:... 11b‘A man had two sons. 12The younger 
son told his father, “I want my share of your estate now 
before you die.” So his father agreed to divide his wealth 
between his sons. 13A few days later this younger son 
packed all his belongings and moved to a distant land, 
and there he wasted all his money in wild living. 14About 
the time his money ran out, a great famine swept over the 
land, and he began to starve. 15He persuaded a local 
farmer to hire him, and the man sent him into his fields 
to feed the pigs. 16The young man became so hungry that 
even the pods he was feeding the pigs looked good to him. 
But no one gave him anything. 17When he finally came to 
his senses, he said to himself, “At home even the hired 
servants have food enough to spare, and here I am dying 
of hunger! 18I will go home to my father and say, ‘Father, 
I have sinned against both heaven and you, 19and I am no 
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longer worthy of being called your son. Please take me on 
as a hired servant.’” 20So he returned home to his father. 
And while he was still a long way off, his father saw him 
coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his 
son, embraced him, and kissed him. 21His son said to him, 
“Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, and 
I am no longer worthy of being called your son.” 22But 
his father said to the servants, “Quick! Bring the finest 
robe in the house and put it on him. Get a ring for his 
finger and sandals for his feet. 23And kill the calf we have 
been fattening. We must celebrate with a feast, 24for this 
son of mine was dead and has now returned to life. He 
was lost, but now he is found.” So the party began. 
25Meanwhile, the older son was in the fields working. 
When he returned home, he heard music and dancing in 
the house, 26and he asked one of the servants what was 
going on. 27“Your brother is back,” he was told, “and 
your father has killed the fattened calf. We are 
celebrating because of his safe return.” 28The older 
brother was angry and wouldn’t go in. His father came 
out and begged him, 29but he replied, “All these years 
I’ve slaved for you and never once refused to do a single 
thing you told me to. And in all that time you never gave 
me even one young goat for a feast with my friends. 30Yet 
when this son of yours comes back after squandering 
your money on prostitutes, you celebrate by killing the 
fattened calf!” 31His father said to him, “Look, dear son, 
you have always stayed by me, and everything I have is 
yours. 32We had to celebrate this happy day. For your 
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brother was dead and has come back to life! He was lost, 
but now he is found!”’” Luke 15:1-3, 11-32     
 
I. What is it we all need? 
“We must celebrate with a feast.” Luke 15:23b 
 
A. To respond to God’s initiating love 
 
“And while he was still a long way off, his father saw him 
coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his 
son, embraced him, and kissed him.” Luke 15:20  This is 
key, loved ones. The younger son had to hit the nadir, the 
rock bottom, until, Jesus says, he comes to his senses before 
he decided to go home. Notice the father doesn’t wait for his 
son on the porch of his home, impatiently tapping his foot 
and grumbling, “Here comes this lowlife son of mine. There 
better to be a lot of groveling.” No. There isn’t a hint of such 
an attitude on the father’s part. He gets up and runs—no, he 
sprints to his son and kisses him over and over and over 
again. This is important to understand, church. It is not the 
repentance of the son that creates the father’s love, but it is 
the father’s extravagant, extraordinary and lavish love and 
affection that make the son’s expression of repentance, 
remorse and regret that much easier. For some of us, we 
might become angry over the fact that we believe that the 
younger son deserved to be punished severely, maybe even 
beaten, humiliated and isolated from his father, brother and 
community. 
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Jesus frames this story perfectly, because he has the father 
going out to the angry, resentful and bitter elder brother, 
begging him to come to the feast. This picture that Jesus 
develops for us is like a double-edged sword. Jesus 
demonstrates that even the most religious and moral people 
need the initiating, unconditional accepting grace of God, 
because they’re just as lost. This plea from the father is 
astounding and amazing when you remember that Jesus’ 
audience was the Pharisees, religious leaders and teachers of 
the law. He is addressing the group of men who would be 
responsible to hand Him over to the Roman authorities to be 
crucified. What convicts me is that the elder brother doesn’t 
get a harsh rebuke or criticism or a harsh condemning word 
from his father but a loving pleading to turn from his anger, 
self-reliance and self-righteousness. As Keller writes, “Jesus 
is pleading in love with His deadliest enemies.” Jesus not 
only loves the hedonist, narcissist and self-actualizer, He 
loves, also, hardened religious people. You will never find 
God unless He seeks you first. He seeks after each one of us 
in such different ways. He can use our suffering, our failures, 
our rebellions just like the younger son, or He can come to 
those of us who are rigid, moralistic, arrogant, and self-
righteous. But the point is we must be willing to identify that 
He is initiating to us in love, and we must be willing to 
respond. How is He coming to you today, whether you’re 
more like the younger son or older son?  
 
B. Understand that repentance goes beyond our regret for 
our individual sins 
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So often nonbeliever and believer alike think of repentance in 
terms only of confessing the list of things we have done 
wrong. It is this kind of thinking, that causes those who focus 
on being right and getting things done right, where they will 
watch themselves to make sure they’re never caught doing 
anything wrong, where all the time their motivation for what 
doing what’s right is the desire to be our own Savior and 
Lord. What are we to do to experience the salvation that Jesus 
has for us? Timothy Keller is profound concerning this issue: 
“To find God we must repent of the things we have done 
wrong, but if that is all you do, you may remain just an 
elder brother or sister. To truly become Christians we 
must also repent of the reasons we ever did anything 
right. Pharisees only repent of their sins, but Christians 
repent for the very roots of their own righteousness. We 
must learn how to repent of the sin under all our other 
sins and under all our righteousness—the sin of seeking to 
be our own Savior and Lord. We must admit that we’ve 
put our ultimate hope and trust in things other than God, 
and that in both our wrongdoing and right we have been 
seeking to get around God or get control of God in order 
to get hold of these things. When you realize that the 
antidote to being bad is not just being good, you are on 
the brink of understanding the Gospel and truly 
becoming a Christian. If you follow through, it will 
change everything: how you relate to God, self, others, the 
world, your work, your sins, your virtue. It’s called the 
new birth because it’s so radical.” So far, this parable 
points us to what we must turn from but not Whom we must 
turn to. 
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II. Who is it that we need most? 
 
A. We need our true Elder Brother 
 
Jesus tells three parables in Luke 15. The first two are about a 
shepherd who lost a sheep. He puts the responsibility on the 
shepherd, and the shepherd went and found his lost sheep. 
The 2nd story is about a woman who lost one of her 10 coins 
that was her dowry. Her life depended upon these coins. She 
loses a coin, so she lights her lamp and sweeps her house 
meticulously to find the lost coin. In both cases, these two 
persons invite their friends and neighbors to rejoice with 
them that what was lost has been found. 
  
In this story we have been looking at for three weeks, there is 
one striking difference. Jesus did this purposely. By placing 
these three parables so closely together, He is inviting 
thoughtful listeners to ask this question: Who is supposed to 
go out and search for the lost son? It is obvious when you 
read the Gospels that Jesus knew His O.T. perfectly, and He 
knew at its very beginning in Genesis chapter four there is a 
story about another elder and younger brother—Cain and 
Abel. After Cain killed Abel out of jealousy, envy and hatred, 
God asks Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?” Cain 
sarcastically said, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” The answer 
is, “Yes.” Keller tells of a story that Edmund Clowney, a 
famous professor on the art of preaching, once told. It is a 
true story. There was a young man who was a U.S. soldier 
missing in action during the Vietnam War. When the family 
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could get no word of him through any official channel, the 
older son flew to Vietnam and, risking his life, searched the 
jungles and the battlefields for his lost brother. It’s said that, 
despite the danger, he was never hurt, because those on both 
sides had heard of his dedication and respected his quest. 
Some of them called him, simply, “The brother.” 
 
Keller makes the point that this is what the elder brother in 
the parable should have done; this is what a true elder brother 
would have done. He would have said, “Father, my younger 
brother has been a fool, and now his life is in ruins. But I will 
go look for him and bring him home. And if the inheritance is 
gone—as I expect—I’ll bring him back into the family at my 
expense.” Because the father had divided his property 
between the younger and the older, the truth is it would be at 
the older brother’s expense that he would be brought back 
into relationship with his father, brother and the village. Over 
the years, many readers have drawn superficial and 
inappropriate conclusions that the reconciliation of the 
younger son involved no cost, no atonement. They argue that 
the younger son wanted to make restitution, but the father 
wouldn’t let him, making his acceptance back into the family 
free. They argue from this that forgiveness and love should 
always be free and unconditional. This is an 
oversimplification and incorrect application. For example, if 
someone breaks your chair, you could demand that he pay for 
it. The alternative is that you could forgive him and pay for it 
yourself. Or imagine a more serious situation, where someone 
has done grave damage to your reputation. You have two 
options. You could make him pay for this by going to others, 
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criticizing and ruining his good name as a way to restore your 
own, or you could forgive him, taking on the more difficult 
task of setting the record straight without vilifying him. The 
forgiveness is free and unconditional to the one who violated 
you, but it is extremely costly to you. This is the heart of our 
Elder Brother Jesus. God’s mercy and forgiveness are free to 
the sinner. There is nothing we can do to earn, merit or 
deserve God’s extravagant love, mercy, acceptance, and 
forgiveness. But it cost the Father His Son’s life, and it was 
Jesus who paid the price and consequence for us, the younger 
brothers and sisters and the older self-righteous brothers and 
sisters. The father could not just forgive the younger son, 
someone had to pay. The father could not reinstate him 
except at the expense of the elder brother. There was no other 
way. Keller writes, “But Jesus does not put a true elder 
brother in the story, one who is willing to pay any cost to 
seek and save that which is lost. It is heartbreaking. The 
younger son gets a Pharisee for a brother instead.” But 
here is the good news, church, we do not. As the younger and 
older brothers and sisters, we have rebelled against the 
Father. We, each one of us, deserve alienation, isolation and 
rejection. The point of the parable is that forgiveness always 
involves a price—someone has to pay. Hear me, friends, 
especially if you’re here and you haven’t seen the need for 
Jesus or why you need to surrender your life to Him. Jesus 
was pointing to Himself in this story as the true Elder Brother 
who bore the cost for our redemption, reconciliation and 
restoration to a place in the Father’s family. Jesus did this by 
going to the cross for you and me. It was on the cross that 
Jesus was stripped naked of His robe and dignity. Philippians 
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2:6-8 says it perfectly. “Though He was God, He did not 
think of equality with God as something to cling to. 
7Instead, He gave up His divine privileges; He took the 
humble position of a slave and was born as a human 
being. When He appeared in human form, 8He humbled 
Himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s death 
on a cross.” Your restoration to your Heavenly Father’s 
embrace, where He dresses you with His robe, gives you His 
ring to the Kingdom and place shoes on your feet, cost Jesus 
His life. He was alienated, rejected and isolated so you could 
have intimacy with the Father and be loved, adored, valued, 
and have the greatest significance and value you have ever 
experienced. You need your true Elder Brother, not the older 
brother who is like the Pharisee—self-righteous, arrogant, 
demeaning, and stands in superiority over you. No, He is 
King Jesus, who has always existed. He existed in the 
beginning with God, and God created everything we see 
through Him—not evolution. The life that animates all of 
creation is the life of Jesus Christ. Jesus, our true Elder 
Brother, came into this world, and we didn’t recognize Him, 
and we rejected Him. But here is the Good News: John 1:12-
13 says, “But to all who believed Him and accepted Him, 
He gave the right to become children of God. 13They are 
reborn—not with a physical birth resulting from human 
passion or plan, but a birth that comes from God.”  
 
B. Recognize the cost that our Elder Brother paid for us 
 
This is a very important question as we’re getting to the end 
this morning (afternoon): How can your heart be changed 



11 
 

from the dynamic of fear, anger and bitterness to love, joy 
and gratitude? Hear me, loved one. You need to be moved to 
the core of your being by the sight of the cost Jesus paid to 
bring you home. The key difference between a Pharisee—a 
religious person, who bases their goodness on their ability to 
perform and keep their own rules and a believer in Jesus has 
to do with their heart motivation. Pharisees, religious persons, 
are motivated out of a fear-fueled need to control God. They 
don’t really love, trust or believe in Him. Like the older son, 
God is an exacting boss, not a loving, adoring, giving, 
empowering Father. A true Christian has seen something in 
the cost that Jesus paid that has the power to transform their 
hearts toward God, so they’re now free to love and trust in 
the Father’s love. The highly touted foreign film, Three 
Seasons, is a series of vignettes about life in postwar 
Vietnam. Cited in Keller’s book, The Prodigal God, one of 
the stories is about Hai, a cyclo driver (a bicycle rickshaw), 
and Lan, a beautiful prostitute. Both have deep, unfulfilled 
desires. Hai is in love with Lan, but she is out of his price 
range. Lan lives in grinding poverty and longs to live in the 
beautiful world of the elegant hotels where she works—but in 
which she never spends the night. She hopes that the money 
she makes by prostitution will be her means of escape, but 
instead the work brutalizes and enslaves her. Then Hai enters 
a cyclo race and wins the top prize. With the money, he 
brings Lan to the hotel. He pays for the night and pays her 
fee. Then, to everyone’s shock, he tells her he just wants to 
watch her fall asleep. Instead of using the powers of his 
wealth to have sex with her, he spends it to purchase a place 
for her for one night in the normal world, to fulfill her desire 
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to belong. Lan finds such grace deeply troubling at first, 
thinking Hai had done this to control her. When it becomes 
apparent that he is using his power to serve rather than use 
her, it begins to transform her, making it impossible to return 
to a life of prostitution. 
 
Jesus Christ, our Elder Brother according to Philippians 
chapter 2 and John 1, had all the power in the world and saw 
that we were in bondage by the very things that the world 
thought would save us. Jesus emptied Himself of all His 
glory that He had before the creation of the world with His 
Father, and He took the humble position of a slave, and, as a 
human being, being fully God and fully human, He humbled 
Himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s death on a 
cross. In vv. 9-11, because He was willing to do this, God has 
given Him the highest honor in heaven and earth and has 
given Him the name above all names, and it is at His name, 
Jesus, that every knee shall bow and every tongue will 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the 
Father. This is why Paul writes in Romans 1:16-17, “For I 
am not ashamed of this Good New about Christ, it is the 
power of God at work, saving everyone who believes—the 
Jew first and also the Gentile. 17This Good News tells us 
how God makes us right in His sight. This is accomplished 
from start to finish by faith. As the Scriptures say, ‘It is 
through faith that a righteous person has life.’” In Romans 
3:21-25b, Paul states it powerfully concerning the cost Jesus 
paid for us: “But now God has shown us a way to be made 
right with Him without keeping the requirements of the 
law, as was promised in the writings of Moses and the 
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prophets long ago. 22We are made right with God by 
placing our faith in Jesus Christ. And this is true for 
everyone who believes, no matter who we are. 23For 
everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious 
standard. 24Yet God, with undeserved kindness, declares 
that we are righteous. He did this through Christ Jesus 
when He freed us from the penalty for our sins. 25For God 
presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. People are made 
right with God when they believe that Jesus sacrificed His 
life, shedding His blood.” The entire N.T. paints an 
undeniable picture of the cost that our Elder Brother, our 
Lord, Savior, King and God paid so that we can return home 
to the Father and to live, rule and reign with Him forever. The 
Bible says that when you believe that Father God raised Jesus 
from the dead and you confess with your mouth that Jesus 
Christ is your Lord, you shall be saved. I want to close our 
time together today to give everyone here today who hasn’t 
admitted their lostness, whether your life mirrors the younger 
profligate, narcisstic, ungrateful son or your life resembles 
the older son, full of himself, angry, self-righteous, and self-
reliant—both responses are inappropriate for what the Father 
has given to us in His precious Son Jesus Christ, the Lamb of 
God Who came to take away the sins of the world. I want to 
lead you in a prayer if you’re here today, and you know that 
it’s time to come home to your Creator Father God. 
 
Pray. 
 


