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Scott Wood              12-2-2018 
SERIES: CHRISTMAS BREAKTHROUGH 

PART 1: GOD IS WITH US 
 

Christmas is all about relationships. For many people their 
relationships are not exactly the way they want them to be. 
They experience distance, anger, frustration, irritation, and 
for many people they have just stopped relating to their 
family members and friends. 
 
In Richmond, Virginia, at the Cannon Memorial Chapel, 
Chaplain Kate O’Dwyer has hosted in the past what she calls 
a “BLUE CHRISTMAS” service. Her aim is to address those 
who during this season are some of the many people who 
experience depression and grief rather than comfort or joy. 
O’Dwyer who used to be a grief counselor states,  “Holidays 
in our culture are often about families, and families are not 
always happy institutions. I think that, particularly if you’re 
facing a death or a divorce, the ‘empty chair syndrome’ 
becomes very real at this time of year. Pastor Maybeck of the 
Trinity Church of Northborough, Massachusetts says, 
“‘Tidings and great joy’—and there’s a lot of people whose 
hearts are breaking.” 
 
Here are some ways that people off the internet responded to 
the question, “Are the holidays a happy or a difficult time for 
you?” “Very difficult and very stressful. I lost two  family 
members and a friend on Christmas day.” Another person 
writes, “My family are all over the world, and most don’t 
communicate with each other, then my friends and I live 



 2 

different lives and distance is also a problem, so we don’t 
keep in touch as we used to do. Then comes Christmas and 
New Year’s day…it’s now becoming another quiet day at 
home, alone.” 
 
Another person writes, “It should be a happy time. We should 
take this time to look at what we have and be grateful for it, 
yet it doesn’t seem to work like that. A lot of people seem to 
get really depressed around Christmas. I guess it’s also a time 
to realize what parts of your life aren’t so good. 
Relationships, money, family, arguments with friends, etc. 
It’s also an especially hard time if you’ve ever lost someone 
on or around Christmas. Then it’s just a reminder that you no 
longer have that person in your life. I have been sort of down 
lately, but I am trying my best to be happy for what I have. 
There are people out there that are lot worse off then me.” 
 
Another person says, “Overall, I would say that the holidays 
are a difficult time for me. It takes too much effort to 
decorate the house. I’m not a person who likes to gather with 
people in a large group. I hate shopping at malls, and, if there 
isn’t any snow, it’s not Christmas.” 
 
I talked with a very good friend of mine and ask her what her 
expectations for this Christmas season are, and she said it has 
been a very weird kind of season. When I asked her if she 
could define what she meant by weird, she said she couldn’t. 
I said to her, “If you could know what do you think it would 
be?” She said, “I guess it is the conflict in our nation 
politically is weighing me down, and I am concerned about 
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the direction that our country is taking with all of the 
infighting and the policies that seemed to target Christians 
and the gospel.” She is concerned with the negative turn 
towards stifling our religious freedom. Then we discussed 
how the baby boomer and buster generation, of which we are 
both a part, is coming of age. We have either lost one or both 
of our parents, or are starting to lose our parents or many of 
our parents’ health is failing. As a demographic group we are 
starting to deal with weightier issues that are not just personal 
but global. 
 
When I pressed my dear friend to put her feelings into words, 
what she said to me was very profound. She said it is a 
‘Bigger-than-you-are’ sadness. It is the kind of sadness that 
does not go away by just getting more gifts and having more 
parties and eating more food. It is a sadness that is very deep 
and foreboding. 
 
The promise for your Christmas breakthrough can help you 
and all of us through this kind of sadness that is bigger than 
any circumstance we are facing. The promise of Christmas is 
that in Jesus Christ, God Himself is with us, and He is not 
silent. God is with us, and we are not alone. 
 
The promise for our Christmas breakthrough is found in 
Matthew 1:18-23, “Now this is how Jesus the Messiah was 
born. His mother, Mary, was engaged to be married to 
Joseph. But while she was still a virgin, she became 
pregnant by the Holy Spirit. 19Joseph, her fiancé, being a 
just man, decided to break the engagement quietly, so as 
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not to disgrace her publicly. 20As he considered this, he 
fell asleep, and an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream, ‘Joseph, son of David,’ the angel said, ‘Do not be 
afraid to go ahead with your marriage to Mary. For the 
Child within her has been conceived by the Holy Spirit. 
29And she will have a Son, and you are to name Him 
Jesus. For He will save His people from their sins.’ 22All of 
this happened to fulfill the Lord’s message through His 
prophet: 23‘Look! The virgin will conceive a Child! She 
will give birth to a Son, and He will be called Immanuel 
(meaning, God is with us).’”   
 
The Bible says that the promise of Christmas is that in the 
very first Christmas in which Jesus was born, that this baby 
boy was actually God. Through the birth of Jesus Christ God 
is now with us as a human being. He is fully God, and He is 
fully human. 
 
In Isaiah 9:6 the prophet foretells what kind of Child the 
Messiah will be. He spells out what kind of God is with us 
and for us. 
 
Isaiah 9:6 states, “For a Child is born to us, a Son is given 
to us. And the government will rest on His shoulders. 
These will be His royal titles: Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 
 
The Promise for your Christmas breakthrough, which is “God 
is With Us”, has everything to do with the CHARACTER of 
the person the Bible says is God. This prophecy about Jesus 
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lays out for us what Jesus will be like and what you can do to 
demonstrate your faith in Him and get your CHRISTMAS 
BREAKTHROUGH. 
 
I. Live out of His supernatural wisdom 
 
Isaiah 9:6a, “These will be His royal titles: Wonderful 
Counselor…” Jesus the Promise of Christmas is called the 
Wonderful Counselor. The word wonderful could be 
translated “exceptional” or “distinguished” counselor. The 
Spirit of God was foretelling that when this Child is born that 
people will listen to Him as the authoritative one. Why? 
Because His wisdom, knowledge and understanding give 
people the ability to see from God’s perspective in life. When 
you receive the counsel that Jesus has for you in how to live 
your life, you have God’s authority to back you up. 
 
In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus delivered a man who was being 
controlled by a demon spirit. After He brought healing and 
wholeness to this precious man the people asked, “What kind 
of new teaching is this?” they asked excitedly. “It has such 
authority!” 
 
In the New Bible Commentary the authors argue that the 
word WONDERFUL “regularly means supernatural.” When 
you receive Jesus Christ into your life, and you order your 
life after His Word and Ways, you experience Jesus as the 
exceptional, distinguished counselor with supernatural 
wisdom. Jesus gives you the wisdom to live your life in such 
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a way that you experience His Joy, Love and Peace even in 
the most desperate of times. 
 
Jesus put it this way in Matthew 7:24-25, “Anyone who 
listens to My teaching and obeys Me is wise, like a person 
who builds a house on solid rock. 25Though the rain comes 
in torrents and the floodwaters rise and the winds beat 
against that house, it won’t collapse, because it is built on 
rock.”  
 
So regardless of what you might be struggling with this 
Christmas season. Whether it is broken relationships, 
disappointment or depression, lack of finances, loneliness or 
Bigger-than-you-are kind of sadness, Jesus the Wonderful 
Counselor with supernatural guidance and direction is with 
you this Christmas. Jesus is God with us, the Counselor of all 
counselors. 
 
II. Lean into His might and strength 
 
Isaiah 9:6b, “These will be His royal titles:… Mighty 
God...” Jesus is called, “The Mighty God.” He is the Creator 
of the world. He is the Ruler of the world. Again in the N.T. 
we see Jesus who calms the wind and the waves, who heals 
people’s physical bodies and even raises people from the 
dead.  
 
Jesus is the only one that came and died for our sins on the 
cross and paid the penalty for our sins. Jesus can boldly say 
that He is the only way to the Father, because He is God’s 
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Son, and as the mighty God, it is only His sacrifice on the 
cross that can give us our salvation, forgiveness of sins, the 
Father’s acceptance and approval and eternal life. 
 
This is why Jesus said in John 14:13-14, “You can ask for 
anything in My name, and I will do it, because the work of 
the Son brings glory to the Father. 14Yes, ask anything in 
My name, and I will do it.”  
 
The promise of Christmas means that in Jesus Christ, our 
Mighty God is with us. Loved one, during this Christmas 
season you are not alone. Jesus, your Wonderful Counselor 
and Mighty God is with you. As you call out to Him, it brings 
Him great pleasure to make Himself real to you in whatever 
circumstance you are experiencing. 
 
III. Listen to His fatherly leadership 
 
Isaiah 9:6c, “These will be His royal titles:… Everlasting 
Father…” The third characteristic of Jesus Christ, who is the 
“God Who is with us,” is called the Everlasting Father. The 
term, Everlasting Father, is an idiom in the Hebrew language 
used, according to Walvoord and Zuck, “…to describe the 
Messiah’s relationship to time, not His relationship to the 
other members of the trinity. He is said to be everlasting, 
just as God (the Father) is called the Ancient of Days in 
Daniel 7:9. In other words, Jesus, the promised Messiah 
in the O.T., will be a fatherly ruler.” 
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In other words, for each one of us today, Jesus Christ has 
come to reveal Father God to each one of us. Ephesians 1:4-5 
says, “Long ago even before He made the world, God 
loved us and chose us in Jesus Christ to be holy and 
without fault in His eyes. 5His unchanging plan has always 
been to adopt us into His own family by bringing us to 
Himself through Jesus Christ. And it gave Him great 
pleasure.”  
 
The Promise of Christmas is that in Jesus Christ, Father God 
is present with each one of us right now. The Father takes 
such delight in you when you surrender your life to Jesus 
Christ and allow Him to be your Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God and Everlasting Father. 
 
IV. Let His peace fill your heart 
 
Isaiah 9:6d, “These will be His royal titles:.. Prince of 
Peace.” The last characteristic of Jesus Christ, the God who 
is with us so that we are not alone, is that He is called the 
Prince of Peace. A prince in biblical thought has to do with a 
person in high authority. They have a pre-eminent ranking in 
the sphere of leadership. A prince is often times referred to as 
a ruler, commander, and sometimes the Greek Word is used 
as in Acts chapter 3:14-15 when Peter was preaching to the 
Jews in Jerusalem and said, “14You rejected this Holy 
Righteous One and instead demanded the release of a 
murderer. 15You killed the Author (Prince of Life), but 
God raised Him to life. And we are witnesses of this fact.” 
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The biblical concept of Peace has to do with more than just 
the absence of war. Peace has to do with being in right 
relationship with God—being reconciled to Father God 
through Jesus Christ. It has to do with being in right 
relationship with others. Peace includes a deep sense of well-
being, physical wholeness and prosperity. 
 
What a Christmas gift. Jesus Christ is called the Prince, the 
Ruler, Commander and Author and origin of true peace. The 
only way any of us can experience true peace that is a 
personal relationship with Father God, reconciliation with 
others, a deep sense of well-being, physical wholeness and 
emotional wellness is to surrender your life to Jesus Christ 
who can be your personal Prince of Peace. Look at 
Colossians 1:19-23, “19For God in all His fullness was 
pleased to live in Christ, 20and through Him, God 
reconciled everything to Himself. He made peace with 
everything in heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s 
blood on the cross. 21This includes you who were once far 
away from God. You were His enemies, separated from 
Him by your evil thoughts and actions. 22Yet now He has 
reconciled you to Himself through the death of Christ in 
His physical body. As a result, He has brought you into 
His own presence, and you are holy and blameless as you 
stand before Him without a single fault. 23But you must 
continue to believe this truth and stand firmly in it. Don’t 
drift away from the assurance you received when you 
heard the Good News. The Good News has been preached 
all over the world, and I, Paul, have been appointed as 
God’s servant to proclaim it.” 
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This passage sums up perfectly what The Promise of 
Christmas is all about. In Jesus’ birth, death, burial, and 
resurrection it was God who came to earth and is with us so 
that we do not ever have to be alone. The Bible states that 
Father God was in Jesus Christ, and through Jesus—The 
Wonderful Counselor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace—He has made our reconciliation 
with God and each other possible. This was done by Jesus 
Christ shedding His blood on His cross.  

Jesus personally took God’s wrath and anger that was pointed 
towards us because of our rebellion and trespass against His 
holy and just character and nature, and He brought peace to 
us by making it possible to enter into a right relationship with 
Father God. Paul writes in this passage that we have actually 
been brought into the presence of God, and we are holy and 
blameless before God without one single fault because of 
Jesus Christ. 

This means you don’t have to experience anything in this life 
without the love, joy, the counsel, the power, the acceptance, 
and the peace of God ever again. If you will accept Jesus 
Christ as your Lord and God, if you will surrender your life 
to Him, you will never be alone, because you are in a right 
relationship with Him. I am so pleased that you have chosen 
to begin your Christmas Season with us today. I would like to 
give everyone here a chance who has never accepted Jesus 
Christ to come and take over the rule of your life to do so 
now.  
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It is quite simple. You simply confess to Jesus Christ that you 
have been the ruler and leader over your own life. You have 
lived your life according to your own plan and purposes and 
now you understand that the real purpose of Christmas was so 
that you could experience God’s peace and love by 
surrendering your life to Jesus Christ. 

In a moment I am going to ask everyone to bow their heads 
so that we give everyone some sort of privacy and I am going 
to ask you to raise your hand and look at me so that I can 
acknowledge that is what you are doing. By raising your hand 
you are saying that I want to experience the promise and 
purpose of Christmas. You are now ready to say yes to Jesus, 
and that you want Him to be in charge of your life. You want 
Him to be your Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace. 

If you are ready to have the God who is with us to live on the 
inside of you, will you please look at me and lift your hand 
signaling to me that is the decision you are making? 

I am going to ask everyone to please pray this prayer after 
me. Especially those of you who have raised your hands.  

COMMUNION 

“As they were eating, Jesus took some bread and blessed 
it. Then He broke it in pieces and gave it to the disciples, 
saying, ‘Take this and eat it, for this is My body.’ And He 
took a cup of wine and gave thanks to God for it. He gave 
it to them and said, …‘Each of you drink from it, for this 
is My blood, which confirms the covenant between God 
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and His people. It is poured out as a sacrifice to forgive 
the sins of many.’” Matthew 26:26-28 

PRAYER 

 

 
 
 


